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Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


Head Office— 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Telephone No. : Victoria 9040. 


Telegraphic Address : “Advantage, Vic, London.” 
Cope: A.B.C. (5th Epition). 


FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION, 7-11, Old Bailey, 


City Office— 


73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


Telephone No.: London Wall 4713. 
Telegraphic Address: “ Advantage, Stock, London.” 


E.C. 4. 


Telephone: City 1866. 








A CLEARING HOUSE FOR INFORMATION. 
ASSISTANCE TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


Through the wide ramifications of its overseas intelligence 
service the Department of Overseas Trade receives a constant 
fiow of valuable information from all important overseas markets, 
covering all commercial subjects of interest to British traders 
engaged in export trade. This information is collated and is 
sent to any British trader likely to be interested. 

Special enquiries are instituted in response to direct requests 
for information, if such information is not already in the 
possession of the Department. 

As indicating the nature of the information which the Depart- 
ment is in a position to supply, mention may be made of the 
following :—Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender, and 
other openings for British trade; existing and probable future 
demand for specific lines of British goods; the extent and 
nature of competition and the best methods of meeting it; usual 
methods of business, terms of credit, payment, etc.; agency 
conditions ; Customs Regulations and Tariffs; Regulations cover- 
ing Commercial Travellers, Certificates of Origin, etc., sources 
oi supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Shipping and Trans- 
port, etc. I'he Department also supplies fists of names of likely 
importers of British goods or of firms or individuals considered 
suitable to act as representatives or agents of British firms. 


CO-OPERATION WITH THE COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY. 

The aim of the Department is to co-operate as closely as 
possible with the commercial community in its efforts to rebuiid 
and, where feasible, to increase its pre-war export trade. 
Officers of the Department, both from Overseas and from Head- 
quarters, visit periodically Chambers of Commerce in the indus- 
trial centres of the Kingdom, in order to keep in close touch 
with business men. 


FOREIGN COMPETITION IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. 

For a trader successfuliy to compete in fereign markets, it is 
necessary that he should know the goods which competitors are 
offering. The Department has, therefore, formed a very exten- 
sive collection, which is being constantly increased, of —_ 
of foreign competitive goods and commercial products. ver 





70,000 such samples are now available for inspection by British 
traders at the Department’s Showrooms, 7 to 11, Old Bailey, 
E.C. Advertising plays a large part in export as in home trade, 
and the Department has collected over 16,000 foreign trade 
catalogues (including German and Austrian) which may also be 
inspected at the above address. The collection has been 
efficiently indexed under both Articles of Manufacture and 
Names of Manufacturers. 


THE BRITISH TRADER ABROAD. 

Representatives of British firms, when travelling abroad, can 
obtain much valuable information from a man who is in close 
daily contact with the commercial life of the country concerned 
British firms should, therefore, instruct their travelling repre 
sentatives to call upon H.M. Commercial Diplomatic Officers in 
foreign countries, or H.M. Trade Commissieners in the countries 
of the Empire, who will give them first-hand unbiassed informa- 
tien, and will do all in their power to assist them in their 


business. 
FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS. 

The Department organises Fairs and Exhibitions at which 
British traders have the opportunity of displaying their goods 
before buyers of all nations. The best known of these Fairs— 
the British Industries Fair—is held during February and March 


of each year. 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

One of the most important services rendered by the Depart- 
ment is the supply of confidential information regarding trade 
openings and other matters likely to be of interest to manu- 
facturers and merchants. This is done chiefly by means of the 
Special Register, concerning which details are given below. 


APPLICATIONS. 

Any British trader desiring business information regarding 
conditions in any overseas markets, or upon any specific point, 
or who desires to take advantage in any way of the facilities 
offered, should communicate with or apply to :—Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 











OPPORTUNITIES 
THE DEPARTMENT’S 


The trader who has at his command a sure and prompt 
supply of information concerning possible developments in coun- 
tries abroad, or any other specific openings for British trade, 
is in an immeasurably more favourable position for securing 
business than he who depends for his information upon publica- 
tion of the news. The one receives a considerable start in the 
competitive race, while the other suffers a handicap which, in 
very many cases, practically nullifies his chances of securing the 
business. 

Information of this kind is reaching the Department of 
Overseas Trade in increasing volume from its commercial repre- 
sentatives, who are now stationed in every important market 
abroad. British firms wishing to make sure of receiving infor- 
mation of interest to them should enrol themselves on the 
Special Register of the Department. 

Publicity is, ef course, given in the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ 
or in the Trade press to many of the reports received by the 
Department. A great mass of the information ooming to the 
Department cannot, however, be so treated because of its oon- 
fidential or semi-confidential character. When a report relates 
tv a specific opening for trade or to some other matter upon 
which it is desirable that British firms should have advance 
infermation, it is sent by means of the Special Register Service 
te all those firms to which it is likely to be of interest. 

The Special Register comprises, at present, the names of 
some 3,50@ British firms, manufacturing or dealing in British 

oods. These firms are grouped and classified according to 
both the nature of the goods and the markets in which they are 
interested, thus facilitating the despatch of relative information 
and avoiding as far as possible the receipt ef particulars which 
are of no interest te them. At the same time it is thought 
desirable to send the firms toe much rather than too little so as 
to ensure that they get all news which is of use to them. 

The fee for admission te the Special Register is £2 4s. 6d. per 
annum, and, in return for this subscription, the firms who have 
enrolled themselves not only get the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
every week, but they are assured of obtaining promptly, by 
means of the Special Register Series of confidential circulars, 
every report or item of news likely to concern them. Sometimes 
these reports contain advance information which subsequently 
becomes generally known. Frequently they contain information 
which it is desired to keep confidential, se that British firms may 
reap full benefit from it. 


FOR TRADE IN 
SPE 


OVERSEAS MARKETS. 


CIAL REGISTER SERVICE. 





AMOUNT OF INFORMATION SUPPLIED. 

The amount of information supplied to the various trade: 
naturally differs, but some idea of the aggregate volume of 
information disseminated through this Service may be gained 
when it is stated that the average number of Special Register 
Circulars distributed during a quarter ranges between 300 and 


VALUE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED. 

It is obviously impossible to measure in pounds, shillings and 
pence the value to British firms of the information thus receive:d 
I1 cases where business results, the actual value of the trans- 
action in question may be great or small, but there is ample 
evidence that long-lasting and profitable business connections 
frequently owe their inception to an initial transaction due to 
information received through this Service. 

Were it desirable to do so, a large number of cases could be 
cited in which useful and valuable business has resulted from 
action taken by British firms on information sent to them 
through the Special Register Service. 


QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

Any United Kingdom firm engaged in the export trade supply- 
ing goods solely or mainly of United Kingdom production 3s 
eligible for admission to the Special Register. 

The Register is not open to non-British traders. 

As stated above, the fee for admission to the Register is 
£2 4s. 6d. per annum, which includes the annual subscription 
to the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included on 
the Special Register should communicate with the Comptroller- 
General, Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


HANDBOOK OF THE DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 

The officers of the Department not infrequently come inte 
contact with British traders who are unaware, or not fully 
aware, of the information and assistance which the Department 
can supply to them. For this reason a Handbook has Saum pre- 
pared which gives particulars as to the organisation of the 
Department at home and abroad and as to the various ways in 
which the Department can help British export trade. Copies 
of the Handbook can be obtained, free of charge, on application 
tu the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 35, Old Queen Street. London, 8.W. 1. 
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The Board of Trade. 


EMPIRE COTTON GROWING. 
GRANT FROM EGYPTIAN SURPLUS. 


It has been decided by the Government to allot 
the British share in the Egyptian Cotton Surplus— 
up to a maximum of one million sterling—to the 
Board of Trade for the development of cotton grow- 
ing within the Empire. It is the intention of the 
Board to devote this surplus as a capital sum to the 
purposes of the Empire Cottom Growing Corpora- 
tion. 

The Government had previously undertaken to 
provide £50,000 a year for five years to the Corpora- 
tion under the condition, which has been ¢ulfilled, 
that the owners of at least 90 per cent. of the cotton 
spindles in the country should agree to a levy at the 
rate of Gd. a bale on the raw cotton consumed here. 
The allotment of the above capital sum will be in 
lieu of this Government grant and will be subject 
to the continuance of the financial co-operation of 
the cotton industry. 











COAL. 
PERMITS FOR IMPORTED COAT. 


The Secretary for Mines has made arrangements 
whereby in the case of imported coal which 1s per- 
mitted to be supplied to industrial undertakings, 
the Customs permit for discharge or the Mines 
Department representative’s permit for transport 
inland, shall automatically inelude a permit for the 
consumer to acquire the coal under Section 153 (a) 
of the Coal Kmergency Directions, 1921. That is 
to say, the Secretary for Mines has decided to exer- 
cise the function of granting these permits himself. 
Where he has an Export Representative he will 
exercise the function through the Export Represen- 
tative; in other ports it has been arranged that 
H.M. Customs and Excise shall issue permits 
on his behalf. The purpose of this arrange- 
ment is to obviate the inconvenience to the 
consumer of being compelled to apply for 
permits to a series of different authorities. Its 
operation will be confined to imported coal and 
(subject to any further direction) to industries on 
the priority list. 

Permits for household and domestic coal, whether 
imported or British, will remain in the hands of the 
local authority. 








SUPPLIES FOR LAUNDRIES. 


It has now been decidéd that coal may be sup- 
plied to laundries subject to permits from the local 
authorities concerned. This concession applies both 
to British and to imported coal, but laundries will 
rank after food-producing industries already en- 
titled to priority. 





NEW ZEALAND PATENT LEGISLATION. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the 
New Zealand Finance Act, 1921, dated 22nd March. 
1921, Sections 25 to 25 of which amend the Patents. 
Designs and Trade Marks Act, 1911. 

Section 23 empowers the Governor-General to 
make Orders in Council for giving effect to the 
terms of the Berne Agreement of 30th June, 1920. 
respecting the preservation or restoration of rights 
of industrial property affected by the war, and 
xenerally for the purpose of restoring rights of in- 
dustrial property affected by the war. 

Section 24 enables legal representatives or 
assignees of applicants for patents in foreign coun- 
tries to apply for patents in New Zealand under 
International arrangements. 

Section 25 extends the term of patents from forr- 
leen to sixteen vears, | 
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A copy of Sections 23 to 25 of the Act can be in- 
spected in the Patent Office Library, 25, Southamp- 
. . . - ‘ 
ton Buildings, Chancery Lane, W.C. 2. 





MERCHANT SHIPPING (CONVENTION) ACT, 
1914. 
The coming into operation of the Merchant Ship- 
ping (Convention) Act, 1914, has been postponed 
until Ist January, 1922. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 


NEW ADDRESS OF H.M. TRADE 
COMMISSIONER IN TRINIDAD. 
The oftice of H.M. ‘Trade Commissioner in 
Trinidad has been removed from The Red House, 
Port of Spain, to No. 12, Broadway, Port of Spain. 











APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY TRADE 
CORRESPONDENT IN SAMOA. 


With reference to the appointment of Honorary 
Trade Correspondents to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, which are announced from time to time 
in the ** Journal,’’ it is notified that Mr. A. G. 
Smyth, of Apia, Samoa, has been appointed to aet 
as the Honorary Trade Correspondent to the Depart- 
ment in that territory. 





TENDERS FOR PUBLIC CONTRACTS IN 
ARGENTINA. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Buenos Aires, in a report on the subject of tenders 
for publie contracts in Argentina, states that such 
contracts for which it is open to United Kingdom 
firms to submit tenders may be divided into two 
classes :— 

(1) Contraets for which tenders are to be invited 
through the Argentine Legation in London; 
and 

(2) Contracts for which tenders are invited 
locally. 

Calls for tenders through the Argentine Legation 
in London have been suspended, however, since 
before the war. 

With regard to contracts for which tenders are 
invited locally, United Kingdom firms cannot 
tender direct but only through a properly accredited 
agent, or through a local merchant firm which takes 
over their quotation and tenders it in his own name. 
The invariable stipulation that tenders must be 
made on Argentine stamped paper and be accom- 
panied by a deposit of 3 per cent. of the tender 
price and further requirements, make necessary the 
final preparation of the tender locally and preclude 
United Kingdom firms from drawing up the tender 
in the United Kingdom for presentation in Argen- 
tina. | 

The Commercial Secretary states that there have 

been cases where firms have sent direct to him quota- 
tions and specifications, with a request that he 
would submit their offer to the Department in- 
terested. No tender in this form is taken into con- 
sideration by the loeal authorities and the most he 
could do was to endeavour to find some local British 
firm willing to take over the tender and to present 
it in proper form in their own name. Time, how- 
ever, seldom permits of the necessary arrangements 
for this purpose being made between the local firm 
and the United Kingdom manufacturer. 
_ United Kingdom firms who are not represented 
in Argentina, but who wish to be in a position to 
submit tenders, may care to arrange with the 
London office of some Buenos Aires firm to present 
their tenders. Names of suitable firms will be fur- 
nished on application to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street. London, S.W. 1. 

Should, however, the appointment of a firm in 
Argentina to act as their agent be preferred, the 
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Department will be pleased to receive details of the 
requirements of United Kingdom firms for trans- 
mission to the Commercial Secretary for the usual 
enquiries. 


CREDIT FOR MEXICAN IMPORTERS. 

The British Vice-Consul at Guadalajara, Mexico, 
reports that local merchants are showing great 
interest in the importation of United Kingdom 
manufactures, but the development of business is 
being seriously hindered by the lack of standard 
types of credit allowed by United Kingdom firms 
to Mexican importers. He adds that United King- 
dom manufacturers and exporters do not seem to 
have the courage to make clean cut credit pro- 
positions, while many send catalogues without 
prices and seem to hope that orders will ensue from 
correspondence. 

Among the credit systems adopted by American 
manufacturers dealing with firms in Mexico are 
the following.— 

(a2) To unknown customers who cannot afford 
data as to their credit: Part payment is de- 
manded with the order and the remainder of the 
payment is deposited with an American bank at 
the home city of the American manufacturer, 
who draws against this credit on presentation of 
shipping documents. 

(b) To customers who give good references 
but who do not make use of credits: The mer- 
chandise is consigned to a bank in Mexico, 
which notifies the consignee of its arrival, and 
the consignee then makes payment to the bank 
and receives the merchandise. If the merchan- 
dise is sent by freight or by express and not by 
parcel post, the consignee deposits freight and 
duty charges with a Customs broker, so that the 
goods will go through without demurrage to the 
bank to which they are consigned. 

(c) To customers of known solvency who ean 
give A 1 credit references: Thirty days’ credit is 
usually given from the date of the invoice with 
a discount for cash which varies between 2 per 
cent. and 3 per cent.; or credit of sixty to ninety 
days from the date of the invoice without dis- 
count allowance; or sixty to ninety days pay- 
ment after the receipt of the merchandise on 
acceptation of draft. 








CHILEAN. MINERAL SAMPLES ON VIEW. 


Samples of large sheet mica and molybdenite 
have been received from Chile through the Commer- 
cial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Santiago, and 
may be inspected by United Kingdom firms in- 
terested on application to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





PERUVIAN RAW PRODUCTS ON VIEW. 
The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Lima has forwarded a collection of about 120 
samples of the raw products of Peru. The following 
materials are included in the collection : — 

Beans (various), peas and lentils (various), 
rice, maize, wheat, barley, coffee, cocoa, dried 
potatoes, yueea flour (starch), sugar, capsicum, 
senna, cocoa, condurango, oca root, almonds, 
brazil and ground nuts, seeds (cotton-seed, lin- 
seed), aniseed, palm, pine, alfalfa, araucaria, 
quina, canagua, cotton, wool, orchat, anate, 
gums, vegetable ivory, timbers, rubber (jebe 
debil), salt, coal, ores and minerals (lead, silver, 
copper, antimony, cale-spar, limestone and refrac- 
fory earths, ete.). 

The samples may be seen at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1, upon application at the Enquiry Room. 





Special Articles. 


SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES 
BILL. 


The Safeguarding of Industries Bill 1s divided 
into three parts: —(1) Safeguarding of Key Indus- 
tries; (2) Prevention of Dumping; (3) General. Its 
purpose is to impose duties of Customs on certain 
goods ‘‘ with a view to the safeguarding of 
certain special industries, and the safeguarding of 
employment in industries in the United Kingdom 
against the effects of the depreciation of foreign 
currencies and the disposal of imported goods at 
prices below their cost of production.’’ 

PART I.—KEY INDUSTRIES. 

In Part I., relating to Key Industries, Customs 
duties of one-third of the value are imposed upon 
certain scheduled imported goods. These duties 
ure not chargeable upon such goods consigned from 
and grown, produced, or manufactured in the 
British Empire. The schedule of goods which will 
be chargeable with duty under Part I. of the Bull 
is as follows. This schedule was published in the 
** Journal ”’ of 12th May, when it formed part of 
the Wavs and Means Resolutions preceding the 
introduction of the Till :— 

Optical glass and optical elements, whether finished or 
not, microscopes, field and opera glasses, theodolites, 
sextants, spectroscopes and other optical instruments. 

Beakers, flasks, burettes, measuring cylinders, thermo- 
meters, tubing, and other scientific glassware and 
lamp-blown ware, evaporating dishes, crucibles, com- 
bustion boats, and other laboratory porcelain. 

Galvanometers, pyrometers, electroscopes, barometers, 
analytical and other precision balances, and other 
scientific instruments, gauges and measuring instru- 
ments of precision of the types used in engineering 
machine shops and viewing rooms, whether for use in 
such shops or rooms or not. 

Wireless valves and similar rectifiers, and vacuum 
tubes. 

Ignition magnetos and permanent magnets. 

Arc-lamp carbons. 

Hosiery latch needles. 

Metallic tungsten, ferro-tungsten and manufactured 
products of metallic tungsten, and compounds (not 
including ores or minerals) of thorium, cerium and 
the other rare earth metals. 

All synthetic organic chemicals (other than synthetic 
organic dyestuffs, colours and colouring matters, im- 
ported for use as such, and organic intermediate pro- 
ducts imported for their manufacture), analytical re- 
agents, all other fine chemicals and chemicals manu- 
factured by fermentation processes. 


The Board are given power to issue lists from 
time to time defining the articles which are to be 
taken as falling under any of the general descrip- 
tions in the schedule. Complaints that any article 
has been improperly included in or excluded from 
the list shall be referred by the Board to a referee 
appointed by the Treasury, whose decision shall be 
final and conclusive. 

Part 1. of the Bill is to continue in force for five 
years. 

PART II1.—PREVENTION OF DUMPING. 

If on complaint it appears to the Board of Trade 
that imported manufactured goods of any class or 
description (other than articles of food or drink) 
are being sold in the United Kingdom | 

(a) at prices below their cost of production in the 

country of origin as defined in the Bill; or 

(5) at prices which by reason of depreciated 

currency in the country of manufacture are 
below the prices at which similar goods 
could be profitably manufactured in the 
United Kingdom ; 
and ‘‘ that by reason thereof employment in 
any industry in the United Kingdom is being 
or is likely to be seriously affeeted,’’ the Board 
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may refer the matter for enquiry to a UCom- 
mittee constituted for the purpose. If the Com- 
mittee report that the above conditions are 
fulfilled the Board may, by Order, apply Part IT. 
of the Bill to the goods of the class or descrip- 
tion in question manufactured in that country. No 
such Order shall be made which is at variance with 
any treaty, convention, or engagement which is in 
force with any foreign State. 

imported goods to which an Order as above 1s 
applied will be chargeable with a Customs duty of 
one-third of the value in addition to any other 
duties chargeable. 

Where duty is levied on any goods by virtue of 
an Order under (a), its repayment can be claimed 
in the event of its being shown that the particular 
voods in question have been sold on the first sale 
thereof in the United Kingdom at a price not less 
than the cost of production, and for the purpose 
of such proof the importer is required to produce a 
declaration by the consignor, duly certified by a 
British Consular Officer or other authorised person, 
as to the cost of production in the country of manu- 
facture of the goods. 

The cost of production in the country of origin 
is taken to be the current sterling equivalent of the 
wholesale selling price at the works charged for 
goods of the class or description for consumption in 
the country of manufacture, after deducting any 
excise or other internal duty leviable in that 
country. 

The operation of any Order made in respect of 
condition (b)—depreciated currency—shall not 
continue in force beyond three years from the pass- 
ing of the Act. Other Orders made under Part IT., 
though limited to a duration of three years, may be 
renewed by further Orders made under like condi- 
tions to those of original Orders. 

The Committee of Enquiry tor the purposes of 
Part II. of the Bill shall consist of three persons 
selected by the President of the Board of Trade from 
a permanent panel approved by him who shall be 
mainly persons of commercial or industrial experi- 
ence. No person materially affected by any action 
which may be taken on a report shall be eligible for 


selection as a member of the Committee of Enquiry. 


GENERAL. 


The value of imported goods upon which duty is 
chargeable is to be taken as if the goods had been 
delivered in bond, freight and insurance paid. 

Gioods in transit for re-exportation are exempted 
from the operation of the Bill. 





COURSE OF WHOLESALE PRICES. 





BOARD OF TRADE INDEX NUMBER FOR MAY. 


We give below the usual comparison of wholesale 
prices, as grouped for the purposes of the Board of 
Trade Index Number, in May with those of April 
and of a year ago. As was the case last month, the 
stoppage of coal production in the United King- 
dom has rendered it necessary to adopt some plan 
for presenting totals covering all articles, while 
information regarding the price movements of cer- 
tain of those articles is not available in a reliable 
form. The same course has been followed as on the 
last occasion, that is to say, the quotations for coal 
used in the compilation of the Index Number for 
March, and continued in April, have again been 
used for the May Number. The effects of the short- 
age of coal in other directions have also considerable 
importance with reference to the Index Number. 
(Juotations for iron and steel eoods have not the 
suine representative character as in normal times, 
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and the relative importance of different groups of 
commodities in the actual trade of the country at the 
present time cannot have failed to be modified by 
the coal situation. The results of our usual calcula- 
tions showing the changes in average price-levels 
of the principal groups of commodities, with refer- 
ence both to a month earlier and a year earlier, are 
as follows :— 






































Increase (+) or Decrease ( — ) 
No. per cent. compared with 
Groups. of | ' a 
Items. April, 1921. | May, 1920. 
Re SID daiivocsteenesessee 17 | 1° | 30°4 
Il. Meat and Fish .. ...... 17 | -~10°0 | 8°6 
III. Other Foods ............ 19 | 2°3 | 23°9 
Total Food......... «BSB | —4°6 | —21°6 
IV. tron and Steel ....... 24 3°D | -41°7 
V. Other Metals and | ; | | 
Ee | 20 | 4 0°6* | 24°0* 
VI. Cotton........ sienna | 16 + O°7 69°3 
VII. Other Textiles ......... | 15 -2°5 60°7 
VIIl. Other Articles ......... 22 +2°8 | -29°6 
Total not Food...) 97 | 0:4* | 45°7* 
All Articles ...... smmapeenn 1150 |" -1°9" | -38°2* 


* On the assumption that the price of coal in May, 1921, was the 
same as in March, 1921. 

The price-movements of the month have, except 
in the case of meat, been on a more moderate scale 
than had been experienced for some months. As 





compared with a year ago, however, the meat group © 


still shows a comparatively small fall. The aggre- 
eate fall in wholesale food prices has, owing to the 
relatively sharp movement in meat, exceeded that of 
either of the two preceding months. In the other 
eroups, however, the steady fall in prices has either 
moderated or been replaced by a small rise. For 
cotton the month's rise is small, but it follows on 
arise in April, while the miscellaneous group shows 
a distinct tendency towards reaction. Six of the 
articles in this group have risen on the month, and, 
though seven have fallen, the increases of price have 
been substantial in the: case of hides and skins, the 
rises in these quotations exceeding the greatest fall 
recorded in the group, namely, that in rubber. The 
average fall in iron and steel prices is less than has 
been recorded for any month since October last. 

The difficulty arising from the absence of the 
usual quotations for coal, though serious, has only 
a small effect on the aggregate Index Number. If 
an average rise of the quotations for coal amounting 
to LO per cent. were assuined the average fall in all 
articles would be changed from 1:9 to 1:3 per cent. 
for the month and similarly for larger changes. In 
the comparison with a year ago, the general posi- 
tion, except in regard to meat, shows ereat 
similarity to that recorded last month, and as the 
level of prices in May last year differed very litle 
from the level of the preceding month, the extent 
of the fall over the twelve months to Mayeis in 
excess, but only to a small extent, of that recorded 
a month ago in dealing with the movement in the 
twelve months to April. Both measurements are 
defective through lack of coal price records and 
the consequent somewhat artificial character of part 
of the material available for the general calculation. 
The greatest fall from a year ago is recorded in the 
case of textiles, the movement in cotton being parti- 
cularly conspicuous. The iron and steel group 
show the next most severe fall, all other groups 
falling less than the general average. 

The trend of the price movement of the latest 
month is indicated by the fact that 37 of the 150 
quotations show higher prices in May than in April, 
und 69 lower prices. In addition to the 10 coal 
quotations, there are 34 other cases of unchanged 
prices on the mouth. Of the price increases, 12 were 
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in excess of 10 per cent., and of the decreases 
17 were in excess of 10 per cent. Jour increases 
and five decreases exceeded 20 per cent. 

The comparison of the price levels of 1920 and 
1913 by the method used in the calculation of the 
new Board of Trade Index Number has now been 
completed, and we are able to give the resulting 
fizures in a form comparable to that which has be- 
come customary In numerous international comparti- 
sons, that 1s to say, as an expression of the relation 
of current and recent prices to those of the year 
1915. The figures relating to the new Index 
Number which we have been able to give previously 
have shown the movements of prices in 1920: and 
1921, the level of prices month by month being 
calculated from the average level of the whole vear 
1920. In changing the basis of comparison, the re- 
lative movements from month to month undergo no 
change, owing to the adoption of the geometric 
average 1n calculating the new Index Number. A 
few clerical errors have been discovered in the 
course of the work, and opportunity has been taken 
to substitute 1mproved sources of information in the 
ease of silk prices. Corrections for these modifica- 
tions are embodied in the series of figures given 
below. It will be seen, if the results now given are 
compared with those previously published, that the 
corrections have in every case only a small effect on 
the aggregate Index Number, the aggregate being 
affected to the extent of less than a quarter of 1 per 
cent. 

Apart from the series of figures which record 
the monthly fluctuations, it 1s of obvious interest 
to compare the indications of the new Index Number 
with those of other caleulations regarding the rela- 
tive level of wholesale prices in 1920, and in 1913. 
The average level of wholesale prices in 1920, as 
determined by the methods of the new Board of 
Trade Index Number, was 5159 per cent. of the 
average level of 1913. The old Index Number gave 
a figure of 5188 for the year’s average, and though 
it represented the monthly fluctuations in a manner 
inconsistent with other indications, the vear’s aver- 
ave was not widely different from that resulting 
from the new calculations. 


6 99 


The well-known calculations of the ** Economist 
and ‘* Statist °? show monthly figures for 1920, the 
averages of which are respectively 283 and 292 per 
cent. of those shown for 1915. A more satisfactory 
comparison with our new calculations is, however, 
afforded by computing these Index Numbers with 
reference to the prices of 1913 throughout, that is 
fo sav, expressing each individual price for 1920 
asa percentage of the corresponding price for 1913. 
The results of these caleulations show prices for 
[920 as 295 per cent. of those of 1918 using the 
quotations of the ‘** Eeonomist,’’? and as 311 per 
cent. using the quotations of the ‘‘ Statist.’’ The 
corresponding results for the ‘‘ Times ’”’ Index 
Number on its new basis, in which the relative im- 
portance of the different groups of commodities re- 
sembles closely that of the new Board of Trade 
Index, are not yet available. The older eal- 
culations show an average for 1920 of about 303 per 
cent. of the price-level of 81st December, 1913. 
The newer calculations made with reference to the 
average prices of the whole vear 1913 > give some- 
what higher results, so far as published, than those 
made with reference to the prices of 31st December 
1913. ) 

The following table shows, for each month sinee 
the beginning of 1920, the average percentage which 
the prices in each of the eight groups, and for all 
commodities, bore to the corresponding figures for 
the year 1913. For comparison, the fluctuations of 
prices un 11} are also shown by the monthly agere- 
gate Index Numbers for that year. The group 
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numbers have the same significance as in the pre- 
ceding table :— 
INDEX NUMBERS ON THE Basis 1913=100. 






































| | Tot: 
| ou. | un |p iv. |v. 
| ood. | | 
1920. | | | | | 
JaNUary ..cccececcceceeeeeee. 242-2 | 259°6 264:0 | 2555 || 335-8 | 2328 
+ EE -cbdisisinhacahonsgnes 240°9 | 242°1 | 282°3 | 255°5 || 364°3 | 245°1 
SR icinicenpnahasiannsnvins 265°3 | 233-4 | 296°6 | 265-0 | 389°8 | 242°5 
Po 278°3 | 246°5 | 801-4 | 275-4 |, 407-2 | 238-5 
BY snstedsinnesedewepaninis ». | 281°6 | 241°0 | 297°0 | 273°0 || 428°1 | 256°5 
BED iiinieiiccmmmnbaitiiniscsaadiia 285°4 | 244°0 | 302°1 | 277°0 |, 443°0 | 259°5 
I iciad: henisaninit sities 280°8 | 269-0 | 282°3 | 277-6 || 439-0 | 261°¢ 
SNE cithinineniaboaandien ... 278°8 | 279°0 | 267°5 | 274°9 || 433°9 | 264°1 
September ....--......... 281°6 | 281°8 | 262°2 | 274°7 || 433°7 | 266-1 
October .......-ceeeseeceeeee | 291°C | 287°0 | 270°6 | 282°5 || 423°9 | 262°7 
November...... en epneenins 290°1 | 292°9 | 263°0 | 280°9 | 403°3 | 256-8 
IIE iticiedniesinvesunin 262°1  291°5 | 256°9 | 269°3  381°3 | 235°5 
' | 
| | { 
Average for year 1920... 272°7 | 263°1 | 278°4 | 271°6 || 405°6 | 251°6 
1921. 
IEE, ccumrenianeeniee 245°] | 284°7 | 250°6 | 257°1 || 359°2 | 215°3 
ED sovesenresecessens | 212°1 | 265°6 | 227°2 | 233°6 || 320°2 | 201-1 
SED: . Gaikiieitncvncianntinnes 204°6 | 251°4 | 229°2 | 227°6 | 282°5 § 192°3 
BE stirhvshiearsiniabtines 200°0 | 244°9 | 224°0 | 222°2 | 258°7 | 191°7 
SEE <suihbeiaiesaucnenbvaliais 196°9 | 220°3 218-7 | 211-9 | 249°6 | 192°7 
| Total) All || All 
| “3 bias vere not || Arti- | Arti- 
| | Food cles. | cles 
= | 1 —_——_ 
1920. | | | 1920. | 1913. 
JODUATY ......ccceeccercceees 539°8  422°7 | 2717 | 332°7 || 30370 |) 1015 
February...... ssccccescecees 609°5 | 446°8 | 285°6 | 357°1 |; 317°2 || 101°0 
I. . Whence ntineeniiebies 611°S 448°3 | 294°3 | 365°1 || 326°0 || 100°7 
BEE: asnes srevensanivesionses 614°4 | 444°4 | 296°5 | 868°2 || 352°3 || 101°1 
Bsns sccctcconceneneesanneedl 594°7 | 422°3 | 286°3 | 370°4 || 332°6 || 101°7 
BED ssscacvesvaconnmennadianns | 555°8 | 388°4 | 274°9 | 362°1 | 329°5 || 101°0 
Ci itcccncewsscssessiescconsn 518°8 | 356° | 272°4 | 352°3 || 323°8 | 100°1 
TE saniscinxtiincsaconens /505°6 | 341°7 27071 | 347°7 || 320°0 |) 99°0 
BOERNE .0.0.c0ccescsas v0: '461°5 | 341°8 | 276°4 | 344°7 |) 3181 99°3 
NE tccsscsnsecinnsensnns | 378°8 | 303°9 | 271°7 | 323°8 || 308°5 || 98°9 
November .......s0s00s0000. | 315°9 | 271-4 | 257-0 | 299°7 || 292°9 |} 98-1 
IE scecitcinsreeaenens | 254°1 | 239 0 | 236°1 | 269°5 || 269°4 || 97°7 
Average for year 1920 | 480 1 | 362°0 |, 273°9  339°7 | 315-9 
1921. | | | 1921. 
IE sy iiiccseteun% aviuin | 224°2 | 220°4 | 220°9 | 247°8 |, 250°9 | 
Nc iinsncmenisanceesinns | 194°5 | 200°8 | 215°6 | 227°9 || 229°9 || 
March ........:06 + eseeeeee| 173°2 | 178°8 | 205°2 | 208°5 || 215°1 | 
SE: s:ishsiianiaeueneidbeiin /181°3. 170°1 | 196°1 | 201°8 |) 208°7 || 
May... ...cssescessevsseseese | 182°6 | 165°9 | 201°5 | 200°9 || 204°7 || 





li will be noted that only in the case of the 
cereals group, the textile groups, and the group of 
metals and minerals other than iron and steel, were 
prices in May below the level of twice those of 1915. 
Cotton prices rose to the highest level compared with 
pre-war standards, reaching over six_ times the 
prices of 1913, and, in the fall, have reached a lower 
level (compared with 1913) than any other group 
except ‘* other textiles.’? This latter group reached, 
early in 1920, an average price-level nearly four and 
one-half times that of 1915, showing a rise even 
ereater than that of iron and steel at the highest for 
that group about the middle of the year. In May, 
1921, the group showing the greatest rise of prices 
from the pre-war level was the iron and steel group. 

Throughout 1920 food prices showed a less -rise 
from the 1913 level than the remainder of the 
articles used for the compilation of the Index 
Number. In December the two groups showed 
almost equal percentages of increase over the 
average prices of 1913, and in each month since 
December the percentage figure for food shows a 
oveater increase over pre-war prices than does that 
for the aggregate of other commodities. 

The difference between the highest and lowest 
monthly figures in 1920 was 20 per cent. of the 
vear’s average figure. The relatively trifling 
seasonal and other movements in 1913 are shown in 
the last column of the Table, which records for 1913 
a movement ranging over only 4 per cent. of the 
mean level, and, as in 1920, attaining the highest 
figure for the year in May and the lowest in 
December. 
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THE STATE OF HUNGARY. 








AGRICULTURAL WEALTH. 


Before the war the Kingdom of Hungary was 
nearly four times as large as the present State of 
Hungary which has been constituted under the 
Peace Treaty. From being, roughly, the size of the 
British Isles, Hungary has shrunk to about the area 
of Ireland. It ‘is now even more markedly depen- 
dent upon agriculture than in former days, though 
then the country was self-supporting in food and 
sold large quantities to Austria. The Crown lands of 
Croatia and Slavonia have been taken away, but the 
Trans-Danubian territory which remains south and 
west of Budapesth ranks among the most fertile 
farm lands tn Europe. It is as primarily and predom- 
inantly an agricultural country that we must regard 
the Hungary of to-day. Hungary’s immediate pro- 
blems are financial. During the war enormous 
obligations were incurred in respect of loans, while 
no new taxation was Imposed to meet them. In 
order to provide for their obligations—apart from 
all questions of reparation—the people now must 
submit to the necessary taxation. It 1s, says Mr. 
R. J. E. Humphreys, British Commercial Commis- 
sioner for Hungary, encouraging to observe that 
they are making up their minds to shoulder the 
burden. The total public debts of the country 
amount to nearly 60,000 million crowns (7,500 
crowns per head of population), and the Budget of 
September last showed a deficit of not much less 
than 10,000 millions. The crown (korona) is, of 
course, still seriously depreciated though there has 
been a great recovery recently. Its pre-war value 
was 2402 to the £. For the first nine months 
of 1920 the average exchange value was 800 
crowns to the £; for the last three months 1,400, 
and for the early part of the current year 2,000. 
Since then there has been so rapid an appreciation 
that in ten or twelve weeks the crown rose to 800 
tothe £. Last month (May, 1921) the stamped 
Austro-Hungarian Bank currency was changed to 
purely Hungarian notes, and this will enable the 
Hungarian Government to keep some check on in- 
flation. The Minister of Finance has promised that 
after the completion of the change in the currency, 
no new notes shall be issued without a guaranteed 
backing. 

Hungary is now suffering from the swing of the 
exchange pendulum in its favour, and the result, 
though possibly but temporarily, is unemploy- 
ment. Merehants who purchased stocks of both 
manufactured and raw materials when the exchange 
told against them have not had the time to dispose of 
their goods and cannot compete with those who 
bought later. Even the latter find a difficulty in 
doing business as buyers are holding off in the belief 
that prices will fall still more if the korona shows 
a tendency to recover to a greater degree. A second 
cause of the present depression, according to Baron 
Szterenyi, a former Minister of Commerce, is the 
fact that until too late the Government restricted 
exports by the licensing system. Stocks of export- 
able articles have accumulated and with falling 
prices, together with the appreciated currency, no 
buyers, notwithstanding that licences in many in- 
stances have been done away with, are to be found. 
Wages again, on account of the value of the korona. 
are too high, and factories with greatly reduced 
staffs are running at a loss. In the boot trade alone 
it is stated that 4,000 persons are out of employ- 
ment, and that but 80 per cent. of the nominal 
capacity of the timber industry is employed, where- 
as in other branches the proportion of employment 
ranges from 10 to 48 per cent. The general dis- 
turhbed conditions of Europe, lack of eoal from 
Upper Silesia, are doubtless contributory factors to 
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the present crisis, which, according to Baron 
Szterenyi, has had no parallel since 1867. A silver 
lining is, however, observable in the prospects of a 
o2ood harvest. 

Tue Economic OurLooK. 

Mr. Humphreys regards the economic outlook as 
serious but by no means hopeless. <A certain 
amount of sympathetic help would prevent the 
country trom slipping over the brink of bank- 
ruptey on which it hovers. It must be remembered 
that Hungary is the sole country that has recovered 
from an attack of Bolshevism. It is still a weak 
convalescent and cannot bear too great a strain, 
In spite, however, of the present public financial 
difficulties with which Hungary is faced, a good 
season would turn the seale in her favour. She 
has an excellent soil, an industrious peasantry, a 
favourable geographical position on a water high- 
wav between West and East, and administrators 
of unusual ability. A few good harvests, together 
with sound financial economy, should place Hun- 
gary ina fair way to recover her balance, always 
provided that the essential factors of internal as 
well as external peace are assured, and an unre- 
stricted market with the neighbouring States 1s 
mutually arranged. 

The convietion is indelibly imprinted on one’s 
mind, says Mr. Humphreys, that the sole possibility 
of the States arising out of the former <Austro- 
Hungarian Empire regaining anything approach- 
ing their former stability and becoming of use to 
the rest of Europe is for them to work together in 
some form or other. It is impossible for them to 
continue to be close preserves and prosper; they are 
dependent on one another. The trade barriers 
which have been set up on all sides will have to be 
removed, In surveying the past year, it would seem 
that each State has determined to prevent the others 
from existing, even if it ruined itself in the endea- 
vour. The new year opened with more hopeful 
prospects, and there are signs that the necessity to 
re-forge the broken links of trade is becoming more 
generally recognised, notwithstanding the many 
political divergencies that still undoubtedly exist. 

NATURAL RESOURCES. 

The assets of Hungary, as we have already 
pointed out, lie almost entirely in a capacity te 
produce foodstufis, the cultivation of whieh will 
have to be forced to the uimost limits if she is to 
provide, not only sufficient cereals for her own 
needs, but also for export. In this respect it must 
not be forgotten that the war period was not con- 
duciye to the proper maintenance of the soil, and 
the land has become to a certain extent impover- 
ished, owing to lack of labour and_ insufficient 
dressing. Fertilisers and agricultural machines 
are required in large quantities before pre-war 
crops can be expected. Other sources of natural 
wealth, such as oil, may possibly be discovered, 
but this is uncertain and cannot be reckoned upon. 
Manufactured articles, with but few exceptions, 
cannot be produced in sufficient quantities for 
export, and indeed do not cover internal require- 
ments. The coalfields vield but a poor quality of 
brown coal, similar to lignite, which therefore can- 
not be used for gas works, foundries, domestic pur- 
poses or express trains without an admixture of a 
better ciass material. The basis of nearly all in- 
dustries in Hungary, as of the country generally, is 
agriculture. They may be classified under the 
heads of milling, distilleries, suear beet. hemp, 
flax, and meat production. Such industries as were 
fostered by the old pre-war Government have been 
disastrously affected by the partition of the former 
Monarchy. 

Prospects or Britisu TRrape. 

Apart from the question of the rate of exchanze. 

demand in Huneary is keen, especially for the 
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better class textile goods, and if British firms were 
willing to do business on consignment to first-class 
houses a very fair trade would ensue. A certain 
amount of business on a cash basis "as done 1n 
1920, but transport facilities were exceedingly bad, 
and in some cases after orders were given, from two 
to three months elapsed before the goods could be 
delivered. Apart from lack of rolling stock, vexa- 
tious delays occurred at the various frontier stations 
en route. In the meantime a fall occurred in prices, 
and in some cases a not unnatural dissatisfaction 
was caused. 

British houses have always had an excellent repu- 
tation in Hungary, and this stands them in good 
stead at the present moment. It is frequently heard 
that merchants and customers prefer to wait until 
the money market is easier, rather than purchase 
goods of an inferior quality. The Hungarian 1s 
an excellent judge, and appreciates a_ first-class 
article; moreover, he does not mind paying for it, 
but competition is likely to be keen in the future, 
especially from Germany. Chemicals, machinery, 
hardware, small tools, ironmill products, leather, 
and even textiles, are some of the main branches 
which will have to be taken into account, and in 
order to secure a market here, apart from such 
credit facilities as may be granted, the selection of 
vvod agents is a matter of utmost importance. 
There is no disadvantage in appointing natives of 
the country, but once chosen, proper confidence 
should be placed in them and stocks kept on hand. 
Periodical visits should he made, complaints 
listened to, reetified promptly and without hesita- 
tion. Customers do not object to pay a high price 
if they be assured of fair, perhaps generous, treat- 
ment. With regard to correspondence, if Hun- 
varian cannot be employed, German is perhaps the 
best language in which to write, although most 
firms understand a little English. Trade generally 
is centred in Budapesth, but towns such as Szeged, 
Debreezen and Keeskemet should not be left out of 
account, as they are in close touch with the wealthy 
peasant population. 





THe CONSERVATIVE PEASANT. 

The peasant is the pride and matstay of the 
country. Tle is the aristocrat. Conservative, eiven 
to slowness of speech, like most of his class, he tills 
the soil, wears his national costume, even when 
elected to represent his constituency in the National 
Chamber, ecannily stores his earning’s, and conscious 
of his innate powers, regards the town dwellers with 
strong aversion as being parasitic, but occasionally 
of use when it 1s necessary to purchase agricultural 
machinery and gear or such raiment as his women- 
folk cannot themselves produce. Business and 
finance are almost exclusively in the hands of Jews 
or people of Jewish origin, the sole exceptions being 
the large co-operative societies, certain foreign 
firms, and tradespeople of Saxon origin. This is a 
natural though detrimental result of that pride to 
which allusion has been made. To the Hungarian 
pure and simple there were but two professions 
permissible—indeed, in former times he had no need 
of more—to farm the land, and to serve the State 
either as soldier, sailor, or official. All these he 
did, and did well, but left the development of trade 
and business to the foreigner or Hebrew. Even the 
learned professions were to a considerable degree 
tabooed and suffered to be exploited by the talents 
of the latter race, with, it must be owned, much 
success. Now, however, a change is gradually 
taking place, not unlike that which occurred in the 
elehteenth eenturv in England. Bereft of the 
possibilities: of remaiming in State service, the 
classes are looking with eagerness to those avenues 
of employment and sources of income formerly 
despised but now regarded in an enviable light. 
Manv are unfitted for any other calling than those 
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in which they were employed, and much heartburn- 
ing and misery is occasioned in their fruitless 
search for employment. Unrest and anti-semitism 
have been the consequences. Nevertheless the force 
of circumstances leading to this striving will bring 
forth good fruit if it but helps to create a better 
understanding between the so-called ‘‘ gentry ”’ 
and the business members of the community, and to 
break down class convention. 


EXPANSION OF NOMINAL CAPITAL. 


The most noticeable feature during the past year 
has been the number of new companies that have 
been floated, and the extraordinary increases of 
‘apital by old-established concerns. ‘This flood of 
new issues began in the early part of 1920, and con- 
tinued with unabated activity until the end of the 
year. The Government, with the object of stem- 
ming the tide, decreed in November last that no 
joint stock company should be allowed to increase 
its capital without the sanction of the Hungarian 
Institute of Banking Corporations, but this has had 
little effect. HZmphasis must be laid upon the fact 
that the continuous increases of capital were solely 
due to the ever-shrinking value of Hungarian cur- 
rency and the consequent high cost of living, and of 
wages, as well as the need to find money to pay for 
raw materials. These increases, great as they were, 
eould not keep pace with the depreciation of the 
korona on foreign markets, and although large 
dividends were paid for 1918 and 1919 by nearly 
all companies, nevertheless, industrial shares, 
while showing a steady rise on the local Stock Ex- 
change, have actually decreased in value from an 
international point of view, and it is not infre- 
quently, if somewhat cynically, remarked that 
‘‘ the pound sterling is the best stock to hold.’’ 

Very noticeable during the period under survey 
has been the way in which the co-operative societies 
have increased their sphere of action. The largest 
of these societies, the Hangya, has augmented its 
capital many times over; it has established numer- 
ous branches and has even erected factories by 
means of subsidiary societies for the purpose of 
supplying its customers throughout the country. 
This form of commercial enterprise has many 
features to recommend it, and is particularly adapt- 
able to this country. The head organisation is en- 
abled to keep itself in touch with the requirements 
of the agricultural classes, and can act not only as 
distributor, but also as collector of produce. Pro- 
vided that they are run on sound commercial lines, 
such co-operative societies are able to sell at a mini- 
mum profit, and can well compete with any other 
class of trader. The one objection to them is that 
they are apt to become monopolistic, and by their 
very size and power prevent proper competition. 
Hungary at the present time may be said to be 
almost entirely run by banks or by these co-opera- 
tive societies. 

Another noteworthy feature in 1920 was the 
amount of foreign capital invested. Immediately 
after the Soviet régime the attention of foreign 
countries became directed to Hungary as a field for 
future enterprise. Germany, apart from the Suc- 
cession States of the old empire, was the sole coun- 
try which had previously studied the possibilities 
of this market. Germany, however, for the moment 
could do but little. Italy led the way, then came 
England, and finally France. Holland and Swit- 
zevland also became interested. New banks, old in- 
stitutions or firms were reconstructed by the capital 
of these countries, and shares in various enterprises 
taken up. 

GENERAL PROSPECTS. 


The need for improvement of currency and for 
the betterment of transport facilities are the sole 
barriers to Hungary’s becoming an expanding and 
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profitable market for British wares. The will is 
there, but the means to attain the desired end are 
lacking. It has been pointed out that British pro- 
ducts stand particularly high in the esteem of Hun- 
varians; added to this there is a distinct desire, 
privately as well as officially, to cultivate trade re- 
lationship. The forthcoming year is not only a 
year of trial for Hungarians themselves, but also 
one which will affect British business as regards this 
country. Hungary is in need not only of raw 
materials, but of almost every manufactured article 
which can be thought of, but so long as the mone- 
tary unit does not attain some standard of stability 
potential buyers cannot risk purchasing when they 
may have to sustain a loss of anything of from 50 
to 100 per cent. by the time the goods are delivered. 

During the past year Hungary has had very little 
io export in compensation for goods received. ‘The 
desire to preserve such stocks of foodstuffs as Hun- 
vary could produce has induced the Government to 
impose restrictions in the form of leences. It 
has also endeavoured to fix maximum prices for 
cereals in order to cheapen food for home consump- 
tion. The effect has been that farmers refused in 
many instances to deliver wheat, notwithstanding 
all coercive measures. ‘This year the agrarian 
classes are promised that the forthcoming harvest 
shall be free, and it is hoped that this tardy recog- 
nition of the economic law that the production can 
only be augmented by permitting the producers to 
sell at the best price obtainable will not have been 
put off too long to prevent the full limit of sowing. 


Of all the schemes suggested to assist Central Euro-. 


pean Powers to improve their currency the only 
one that will do any lasting good is to induce them 
to increase their own production for export. As far 
as Hungary is concerned this can best be served by 
assisting her to develop her natural resources. No 
credits can be recommended that have not this 
object in view. Fertilisers, agricultural machinery, 
or the raw materials necessary for their manufac- 
ture are the principal requirements. Hungary 
needs moral assistance as well as actual. As far as 
England is concerned every Hungarian remembers 
two historical facts—that the first quarter of the 
13th century gave both peoples their Magna 
Charta, and that the Hungarian national hero, 
liajos Kossuth, was harboured by Great Britain 
after the ’48 Revolution. 

Qne cannot, writes Mr. Humphreys, be in daily 
contact with the business elements of the country 
without being impressed by their virility and desire 
to get on. Their very exuberance sometimes defeats 
itis own ends, but given time and opportunity they 
should sueceed, and British assistance will be wel- 
comed if it can be turned to reconstructive ends. 

| Mr. Humphrey’s Report (with Appendices) is published 
by H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s. 3d. net. | 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘* Board of Trade Journal” is Gd. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 31s. 6d. per 
annum, post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, 
Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘“ The Editor.” 
Telephone No. Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all com- 
munications concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 


Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
WC. 2, or Branches (see Corer). 
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Notes on Trade. 





[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Legula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘ Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authori- 
tative legal interpretations of the text of the documents 
themselves. | 





STATE CONTROL OF SPANISH INDUSTRIES, 

A Royal Decree of 20th May, 1921, states the 
** Gaceta de Madrid,’’ authorises the Muinistiro de 
Fomento, in consideration of the special protection 
which has been conferred on the iron, steel, and 
coal industries of Spain by the new provisional tariff 
which came into force on 2Ist May, to exercise 
control over the prices at which the products of 
these industries shall be sold. 

The Minister may also require the iron and steel 
industries to consume Spanish coal and the mining 
industry to supply it at prices subject to his 
approval. Similar conditions may be imposed, 
under penalty of a reduction of the tariff, on any 
other industry which is protected in the same way. 





THE COFFEE MONOPOLY IN ITALY. 

Reports have lately been circulating in the Italian 
press that the Government intend to abandon the 
coffee monopoly established by law on 50th August, 
1919 (see the ** Journal ”’ of 25th September, 1919 
(p. 39D) ). 

No Decree to this effect has yet been published, 
states the Commercial Counsellor to H.M. Embassy 
at Rome, and the monopoly will apparently con- 
tinue to operate until stocks held by the autho- 
rities are exhausted. This, it is expected, will take 
place about February next year. Meantime, coffee 
may be introduced into bond (Porto Franco) for 
deposit or in transit for other countries. 





ROUMANIAN STATE PIPE LINE CHARGES. 

‘The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Bucharest has forwarded particulars of a recently 
formed tariff of charges for the transport of petro- 
leum products through the State pipe lines. <A copy 
of the tariff may be consulted at the Shipping and 
Transport Section, Department of Overseas Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, K.C. 2. 





METRIC SYSTEM ADOPTED IN JAPAN. 


The new Weight and Measure Law as passed by 
the Diet was formally promulgated recently by the 
Japanese Government, thus rendering Japan one 
of the metric countries. Simultaneously with the 
promulgation of the new Law, Director Kitsukawa, 
of the Weight and Measure Office, gave out a state- 
ment saying that even when the first weight and 
measure law was framed in 1893 Japan was desirous 
of adopting the metric system, but the nation was 
not ready to accept it and the old systems were fully 
adopted. ‘* Several times since, the wholesale 
reform of the weight and measure systems has been 
attempted,’’ the official’s statement continues, 
‘* but it was quite difficult, before the war, to break 
with the old systems and adopt the new one to which 
the nation was but little accustomed. 
world war started, however, the necessity of adopt- 


ing the metric system was keenly felt and _ the | 


Government Bill was readily accepted by the 
Diet.’’ 

According to the Yokohama Chamber of Com- 
merce “* Journal,’’ within the five years beginning 


with the date from which the Law takes effect all | 
public works, Government offices, schools and large | 


factories will be made to adopt the new system, 
while the general public will be given 20 years’ 


erace, 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

An Exhibition of between 3,000 and 4,000 foreign 
samples was held in the Guildhall, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, Ist 
ond, and 3rd June, and was attended by 295 manu- 
facturers from  Neweastle, (rateshead, North 
Shields, South Shields, Jarrow, Hebburn-on-Tyne, 
Wallsend, Walker-on-Tyne, Tynemouth, etc. 

Invitations to the number of 600 had been issued 
by the Department of Overseas Trade from a list of 
names suggested by the Newcastle Chamber of 
Commerce. As this was.the first opportunity that 
the Tyneside firms had had of inspecting a Foreign 
Samples Exhibition in their own district, the ocea- 
sion was of more than usual interest to them. 

A formal opening ceremony was performed by 
the Lord Mayor of Neweastle (Councillor T. W. 
Rowe), who congratulated the Department of Over- 
seas ‘Trade on its activity in this and other direc- 
tions, which he suggested were calculated to be of 
immense benefit to the commercial community 
who were desirous of extending their export trade; 
and especially emphasised the necessity for a closer 
understanding of the needs and demands of our 
Empire markets. In this respect he considered such 
Exhibitions as the present one should prove a very 
valuable ally. The industrial depression  con- 
sequent on the coal deadlock and other causes, hes 
very heavy over the Tyneside area, and numbers of 
firms with available plant are eagerly looking for 
new lines of manufacture for export to which they 
could adapt their machinery. In addition to the 
samples on view the Exhibition contained 700 
Foreign Trade Catalogues, and these proved of great 
value to firms interested in ships, barges, launches, 
dredgers, ships’ tackle, cranes, docks, coal mining, 
handling, screening, and washing plant. The loan 
of samples and catalogues was requested by 28 
firms, and these were sent to them at the close of the 
Exhibition, for more detailed examination; 200 
foreign trade catalogues are also being forwarded 
from London. 

The experiment of holding a Foreign Samples 
Exhibition in an area which is so largely dominated 
by two or three main industries, has, in the opinion 
of the Chamber of Commerce, been amply justified. 








MARSEILLES COLONTAL EXHIBITION. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed 
that preparations for the French Colonial Exhibi- 
tion, to take place in Marseilles next vear, are well 
advanced. The Exhibition will be held in the Pare 
du Rond-Point du Prado, the site of the Colonial 
Exhibition of 1906, covering an area of nearly 90 
acres. Some 25,000,000 francs have been voted for 
their various sections by the French Colonies and 
Protectorates. It is understood that foreign firms 
having a regular agency in France will be allowed 
to participate in the Exhibition under certain con- 
ditions. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


INTERNATIONAL RuBBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June 3rd-17th, Royal Agricultural Hall. Apply 
4 7 H. G. Montgomery, 43, Essex Street, Strand, 

Art AppLieD TO Business ExHIBITION— 
Alpine Galleries, June 16th-28th. 

22ND ANNUAL CHemMtsTs’ ExHIBITION— 
Central Hall, Westminster, S.W. 1, June 20th-24th. 
Apply to :—‘ British and Colonial Pharmacist,’’ 194- 
200, Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 

HeattH ExHrsirion— 
Folkestone, June 20th-29th. Apply to :—Royal 
Sanitary Institution, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, S.W. 1. 








EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS-—Continued. 





RoyvaL AGRICULTURAL SHOW, DERBY— 
June 28th-July 3rd. (Includes agricultural machinery and 
forestry.) 

Lonpon Farr AND MARKET— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, July 4th-15th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C. 2. 

CONFECTIONERS’ AND BAKERS’ EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, September 3rd-9th. 
Apply to :—31, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. 

SHIPPING, ENGINEERING, AND MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, September 7th-28th. Apply to :—Mr. F. W. 
Bridges, Exhibition Offices, 36-38, Whitefriars Street, 
London, E.C. 4. 

Grocers’ EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, September 17th- 
23rd. Apply to :—31, Queen Victoria Street, London, 
E.C. 4. 

llrH Lonpon MepicaL ExHIBITION— 
Centra] Hall, Westminster, S.W. 1, October 3rd-7th. 
Apply to ‘‘ British and Colonial Pharmacist,’’ 194-200, 
Bishoy:sgate, London, E.C. 2. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER F'arR— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, October 3rd-7th. Apply to :— 
Manager, ‘‘ Shoe and Leather Record,’’ 40, Finsbury 
Square, London, E.C. 2. 





OVERSEAS. 
GHENT INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL AND BUILDING EXHIBI- 
TION— 
April 16th-June 14th. Apply to :—Administrative 


Committee, No. 15, Coupure, Ghent. 

REYKJAVIK AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 
June. Agricultural Machinery and _ Implements. 
Apply to :—Icelandic Agricultural Society, Reykjavik, 
Iceland. 

Papua SaMpPLes Farr— 
June Ist-15th. 

Lyma CENTENARY CELEBRATION— 
International Trade Exhibition. June Ist-October 31st. 
Charge for space, £1 per square foot. Apply to :— 
Peruvian Consul-General, 31, Lombard Street, London, 
E.C. 3. 

BorpEAUX Sampte Farr (INTERNATIONAL)— 
June 15th-30th. Apply to :—Foire de Bordeaux, 7, rue 
du Maréchal-Joffre, Bordeaux. 

Baste Horet INpustries ExHIBITION— 
June 2lst-July 3rd. (Swiss only.) 

GOTHENBURG Farr (SwepIsH)— 
July 4th-10th. 

Boston SHOE AND LEATHER SHOW— 
July 11th-14th. Apply to :—Mr. Chester T. Campbell, 
National Shoe and Leather Exposition, Inc. 5, Park 
Square, Boston, Mass., United States. 

TRANSYLVANIA Farr (NATIONAL)— 
Cluj. July 15th-August 15th. 

3o1s-LE-Duc (HoLitanp) Gas AnD ELeEctTRIcITY EXHIBITION.— 
July 16th-August 16th (International). Apply to :— 
Gemeentegasfabriek, ’s Hertozenbosch. 

Rica INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL EXHIB1- 

TION— 

August Ist. 

Urrecat Farr— 
September 6th-16th. (All manufactured goods, and 
international.) Apply to:—Federation of British In- 
dustries, 39, St. James’ Street, London, S.W. 1. 

SuNDSVALL NoRRLAND FatrR anp Auto SHow— 
August Ist-7th. Apply to:—Mr. O. Johnson, Norr- 
lands-Massam, Sundsvall, by June Ist. 

PRKESSBURG (BRATISLAVA, CZECHO-SLOVAKIAN INDUSTRIES)— 
August 6th-15th. 

REICHENBERG FAIR (INTERNATIONAL)— 
August 13th-2lst. _ 

CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION oF TORONTO— 
August 27th-September 10th. 

NAPLES SAMPLE FarR— 
Probably September. Offices :—c/o R. Museo Com- 
merciale, Palazzo della Borsa, Naples. 

LUXEMBURG AGRICULTURAL SAMPLE EXHIBITION— 
September (approx.). Apply to:—Mons. B. Clasen, 
l’Exposition Agricole d’Echantillons, Avenue Montierey, 
Luxemburg. 

NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FarR— 
Christiania, September 4th-11th. 

TRIESTE SAMPLE Farr (INTERNATIONAL)—- 
— l1ith-25th. Apply to :—Ufficio Della Fiera, 
Trieste. 





[Notrt.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
ccming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
tc cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Denartment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1.] 
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WEEKLY CABLE. 
The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
‘ommercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 30th May, 1s as 
under : — 
Markets. 

Bombay cotton market steady: Fine M.G. Oomra, July, 
Rs. 277; Bombay cotton arrivals from Ist September, 1920, 
to 20th May, 1921, were 2,132,000 bales as compared with 
2,766,000 bales during the corresponding period of last 
vear. Bombay Native Piece-Goods Merchants’ Association 
have rescinded their resolution passed on 7th December last 
prohibiting members from purchasing foreign piece-goods 
either by indent or otherwise until Government changed 
their exchange policy ; but they have confirmed their resolu- 
tion of 22nd December to postpone payment for goods im- 
ported until exchange rite rose to 2s., with this addition 
that a penalty of Rs. 51 would be imposed on members who 
settled contracts below the 2s. exchange rate. An agree- 
ment is proposed binding signatories not to settle contracts 
below that rate, under penalty of Rs. 25,000. Calcutta jute 
and gunny markets remain steady but very dull. No 
change in Bank rates. 





SOURCES OF CHIEF IMPORTS FOR 1920. 
The following table, compiled from information supplied 

by H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in India, details the 

various sources of origin of some of the principal imports 


into India during the twelve months ended 3lst March, 
1921 :— 


From | From 
Total | United | United From 
Value ‘Kingdom States. Japan. 
1,000 Rs.) 1,000 Rs.' 1,000 Rs..1,000 Rs. 


Articles. 








Apparel (excluding hosiery and boots 
| 32,628 | 16,059 — 3,087 


and shoes)... sisi 32 
Dyeing and tanning substances s _ 33,661 9.403 7,586 ! — 
Glass and glassware ’ 33 


- | . L eedeed 
"* ees --- | 33,762 | 6,677 — | 13,1038 
Hardware (excluding cutlery and 





electro-plated ware) sd ... | 90,838 | 52,624 | 22,5033 | 7,581 
Machinery and mill-work oe ... | 223,775 |175,218 | 40,252 | 1,212 
Spirits... .-- | 31,584 | 20,302 1,244, — 
Motor-cars and motor- cycles .. Nee 83,584 | 25,344 | 46,261 | — 
Paper and pasteboard (printing) --- | 28,490 | 11,612 1,649 | 1,033 
Provisions and oilman’s stores ... | 36,099 | 17,899 7,125 | 387 
Railway plant and rolling stock .-- | 141,305 | 134,782 2,234 | 161 
Soap : salad 14,095 . 13,098 —-- —- 
Textiles (cotton). twists and y yarns ..- | 135,783 | 79,525 -— 48,994 
Hosiery (cotton) ... | 19,088 1,783 | 2,189 13,931 
Piece-goods (cotton), erey” (un- 

bleached)... a He ... | 264,520 187.310 | 5,008 | 71,731 

White (bleached) _ ... .- 218,950 | 208,790 | 207 | 2,249 

Coloured, printed or dyed . ... | 345,684 305,365 | 695 | 9,716 
Haberdashery and milline ry ... | 30,189 | 12,781 | — | 2,982 
Silk manufactures (Diece-goods) ... | £1,070 | 1,080 | — | 22,043 
Wool manufactures... . ... | 46,118 | 41,187 | —- | 2,016 


IMPORTS FROM oom esienine, 

During the period under review the following articles 
were imported from countries as enumerated : — 

Canada.—Motor cars and motor cycles, Rs. 6,126,000. 

France.—Apparel value Rs. 7,742,000, spirits Rs. 
7,703,000, motor cars and cycles Rs. 1,449,000. 

Sweden. -—Matches value Rs. 3,487,000, paper and paste- 
board (printing) Rs. 3,957,000. 

Germany.— Dyeing and tanning substances Rs. 11,697,000. 

Belgium.—-Glass and glassware Rs. 4,667,000. 

Norway.—Paper and pasteboard (printing) Rs. 7,609,000. 

Switzerland.—Haberdashery and millinery Rs. 8,449,000. 
piece-goods Rs. 16,758,000. 

Italy.—Textiles, coloured or dyed prints, etc., Rs. 
12,372,000 ; motor cars and motor cvcles Rs. 1,657,000. 





China. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 
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COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAI 
CONDITIONS IN ONTARIO. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO, 

There was a fairly lively demand for capital and credit 
during March and April, and in consequence the rates of 
interest remained high, but in the majority of cases there 
was less preparation for industrial expansion and capital 
outlay than is usual in those-months. It is an interesting 
fact that the great mineral staples—iron, steel and petro- 
leum—together with others of less importance, have de- 
clined but slightly in price, and the progrses of deflation is 
therefore uneven. In some industries dulness prevails, 
while in others—some of which have suffered through sharp 
declines in prices—there are indications of activity. The 
markets for cotton, boots and shoes, women’s wear, work- 
men’s clothing and hosiery are moderately active, while in 
« number of instances plants manufacturing other articles 
are being operated nearly to capacity limit. In very few 
cases, however, are large orders being placed covering re- 
quirements for a year or more ahead, as price conditions 
are not yet such as to warrant business being transacted in 
a normal way. 

Toronto and district wholesalers report business fairly 
active but easier, after the shipping out of spring goods. 
Orders coming in are, as a rule, numerous but small. 
Hardware, paints, oils and building materials are in active 
request. Ladies’ wear and dry goods have improved in 
demand. 

TRADE WITH SWITZERLAND. 

The Canadian Reconstruction Association, in a_ public 
statement, says :—‘‘ The latest issue of the Monthly Report 
of the Trade of Canada shows that for the ten months 
ended January, 1921, goods were imported into Canada 
from Switzerland to the value of 11,857,273 dols. This large 
amount is in striking contrast with a value of only 
1,460,654 dols. for the ten months ended January, 1919, 
and 4,504,928 dols. for the corresponding period ended 
January, 1920. Moreover, exports of Canadian products 
to Switzerland for the ten months ended January, 1920, 
were valued at only 1,378,407 dols., so that Canada is im- 
porting from Switzerland goods valued at almost nine times 
as much as those which Canada is selling to that country. 
It is also noteworthy that Canadian imports from Switzer- 
land during the ten months ended January, 1921, were 
almost two and three-quarter times the value of Swiss 
goods imported into Canada during the entire fiscal year 
ended 3lst March, 1914.”’ 


CANADIAN TRADE: DECLINING Imports. 

Although the total value of Canada’s trade for the fiscal 
year ending 3lst March last was 99,378,297 dols. greater 
than for the previous year, figures covering the month of 
March alone show a decided drop in the trade of the 
Dominion. The grand total of the Canadian trade for 
March of the present year, as shown by figures issued from 
the Department of Customs and Inland Revenue, was 
162,034,704 dols. In March, 1920, this total was 240,716,374 
dols. Therefore for the month of March alone there was a 
decline in trade amounting to 78,681,670 dols., when com- 
parison is made with the same month a year ago. 

A glance at the figures shows that the major part of the 
reduction is due to a falling off in the value of imports. 
In March, 1920, Canada imported goods to the value of 
142,497,365 dols. In April the total value of imports was 
only 92,566,829 dols. This is a decrease amounting to 
49,930,536 dols. The decrease in value of domestic exports 
during March as compared with March, 1920, totals 
25,040,431 dols. In March, 1920, domestic goods to the 

value of 93, 193,859 dols. were exported from the Dominion, 


while in March, 1921, the value of domestic exports was 
only 68,092,428 dols. 


The total value of Canadian trade for the fiscal vear 
ended 3lst March last was 2,450,553,175 dols.. as compared 
with 2,851,174,878 dols. for the previous twelve months. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





PoWER DEVELOPMENT. 


While the increase in power development in Canada in 
1920 was substantial, in many portions of the Dominion 
new installations and developments have not yet caught up 
with the ever-increasing demand for hydro-electric energy. 
The pulp and paper industry has attracted the greatest 
attention during the past year, but a large number of 
smaller industries and the constantly growing uses of elec- 
tricity for power and domestic purposes, both in urban and 
rural communities, are important factors in the increasing 
power demand. While the total water-power installation 
of the Dominion at the commencement of 1920 was some 
2.500,000 h.p., the ultimate capacity of undertakings, 
either completed during the past year or under actual 
construction, will increase this total by some 840,000 h.p. 
This figure includes the 500,000 h.p. Chippawa develop- 
ment of the Ontario Hydro-Klectric Power Commission. 

The Province of Ontario leads with some 650,000 h.p. in 
undertakings, which are either under construction or com- 
pleted; Quebec shows 140,000 h.p.; the Maritime Pro- 
vinees, 30,000 h.p.; Manitoba, 20,000 h.p. 


WiInE PropvuctTion. 


Wine products valued at 1,460,573 dols. were manufac- 
tured in Ontario, according to a preliminary survey made 
of the wine industry in Canada for the calendar year 1919 
by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Of the sixteen in- 
dividual plants in operation, twelve are in Ontario, three 
in the Province of Quebec, and one in the Province of 
British Columbia. 

Grapes and sugar are the chief ingredients used. 
Figures show that 7,476,000 pounds of grapes, valued at 
254,097 dols., were consumed in the process of manufac- 
ture, while 2,141,241 pounds of sugar were required. 
Raisins ranked third as an ingredient, there being 182,125 
pounds used. Ontario Jed in the wine industry. 





GOLD COAST COLONY. 





COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
COAST COLONY. 


In spite of the temporary set-back caused by the war of 
1914-18, the Gold Coast has shown a striking increase in 
its commercial development during recent vears. 

‘The products to which at present attention is chiefly 
directed are cocoa, copra, kola nuts, palm kernels, tobacco, 
crude rubber, mahogany, gold and manganese. The total 
value of the domestic exports of all commodities amounted 
to nearly £8,000,000 in 1919. Taking the population in 
that year as approximately 2,000,000 persons, this repre- 
sents an export trade of about £4 per head of the popula- 
tion. 

The area devoted to the commercial exploitation of the 
products enumerated above, compared with the total area 
of the Gold Coast, is relatively small. If additional capital 
became available, the areas under crops could be largely 
extended. ° 


OF GOLD 


GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION INTO POSSIBILITIES. 


The Gold Coast, so far as soil and climate are concerned, 
ean produce many raw materials and products which are in 
considerable demand in the markets of the world, and the 
Government of the colony is making experiments and 
comprehensive investigations into the question of the 
commercial and economic possibilities of its undeveloped 
resources, with the object of establishing more industries 
within the country, and of increasing the amount of 
revenue available for the continuance of the development 
work made during the past few years. 


OBSTACLES TO PROGRESS. 


Two of the greatest obstacles to development are (1) the 
lack of good transport facilities, and (2) the small popula- 
tion. The present tedious and expensive method of head 
carriage occupies the time of many whose energies might 
otherwise be used on productive work. The transport 
question, however, is one of the first problems which the 
Government set themselves energetically to solve, and it is 
to be hoped that the future will show an even greater 
development than has been witnessed during the recent 
decade. 


The principal statistics relating to the Colony for the 
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years 1907, 1913 and 1919 are summarised in the following 












































table :— 
Subject. 1907. 1913 1919. 
AREA (square miles) - —- — 80,000 
POPULATION (approximate) -— — 2,000,000 
£ £ £ 
REVENUE—TOTAL... : ‘ 703,718 1,301,566 2,601,360 
From Customs ~— wad 414,545 779,593 1,672,423 
EXPENDITURE— TOTAL 602,124 1,237,539 1,643,089 
PUBLIC DEBT itt aaa Fed 2,206,965 2,449,118 3,364,118 
OVERSEAS TRADE: 
Imports —Total el ai 2,366,195 4,952,494 7,946,981 
’ From the United Kingdom... 1,758,315 3,466,351 6,055,777 
Exports : 7 
Produce of the Colony ss 2,502,067 5,013,980 10,700,821 
‘To the United Kingdom ... 1,927,348 3,412,751 4,944,927 
Other produce ied — 139,607 413,126 108,354 
SHIPPING : 
Net tonnage of vessels entered 
and cleared $ ‘Tons. Tons. Tons. 
British aa ve ae 1,495,956 1,782,545 1,404,715 
Foreign wee ‘ve ‘na 837,485 1,204,008 266,090 
Total i _ 2,333,441 2,986,553 1,670,809 
At principal ports : 
Accra ... one 663,088 727,576 689,194 
Sekondi 208,308 515,676 622.670 
PRINCIPAL IMPORTS : £ £ 
Kags and sacks... ane 14,107 48,157 724,659 
Cotton manufactures , 535,983 725,532 2,002,522 
Hardware and cutlery ... dis 54,113 121,064 150,919 
Provisions = oa 88,120 239,624 367,054 
( | Galls. Galls. Galls. 
aie .. J; 1,208,244 1,763,178 672,462 
133,500 214,202 245,059 
Tobacco (including cigars and | 
cigarettes)... pn naa 46,411 94,338 414,047 
PRINCIPAL EXportTs (DOMESTIC 
PRODUCE): 
( Lb. Lb. Lb. 
Cocoa ena eee - 20,956,400 113.239.98Q | 394,634,800 
/ £515,089 | £2,489.218 | £8,278,554 
Lb. ub. 
Kola nuts \ Not stated. 7.024, 868 L6.319°972 
( £78,901 £144,705 £350,249 
;, Super. feet, | Super feet. | Super. feet. 
Lumber (native timber) » 4. 18,028,343 37,591,848 10,432,250 
| £169,458 £366,004 £103,238 
( Tons. ‘Yons. ‘Tons. 
Palm kernels : 9,753 9,744 9,893 
/ £101,822 £159,128 £253,248 
: { | Galls. Galls. Galls. 
Palm oil ... A ini J) 1,867,945 860,155 938,596 
Li £119,468 £65,652 £140,163 
( 4). Lb. Lb. 
Rubber, crude ... wei /} 3,549,548 1,317,369 721,588 
£333,120 £87,915 £33,637 
i YZ. Oz. Oz. 
Gold and gold dust : 292,125 422,602 359,846 
; \: £1,130,975 | £1,626,003 | £1,403,760 
KATI,WAYS: } 
Mileage open to traffic... 168 299 269 
Receipts si aa pe £166,257 £360,092 £672,110 
Percentage of working expendi- 
ture to gross receipts per cent. 45°0 41°6 35°0 
TELEGRAPRHS : 
Miles of line 1,280 1,492 | Not stated. 
- “NYT | a 
THE NATAL SUGAR SEASON, 1920-21. 


Since the beginning of the war the quantity of sugar 
manufactured annually in Natal has shown a tendency to 
advance, except in the years 1917-18 and 1920-21. In 
the season of 1916-17 the output was 114,580 tons, which 
dropped to 107,000 tons the next year; in 1918-19 it rose 
to 155,000 tons, and in 1919-20 to 185,000 tons, but declined 
in 1920-21, as already said, to 140,000 tons. 

A rough estimate—that is, figuring 11 tons of cane 
to 1 ton of sugar—-would give a total of 1,540,000 tons of 
cane handled for 140,000 tons of sugar manufactured. 
yross value of the crop this year, at an average price of 
£50 for a ton of sugar, would be £7,000,000. 

One of the remarkable features in the development 


The 





of the sugar industry in Natal in the last five or six years 
is that, whereas formerly the sugar cane was planted by 
men with large holdings, usually by a man owning a mill, 
it has now become the practice for small holders to plant 
cane and sell it to the mills. 

The 1920-21 season opened inauspiciously with a severe 
drought, in fact, one of the worst ever known in Natal, 
the effect of which was to reduce the yield by approxi- 
mately 50,000 tons. The total output was about 150,000 
tons of manufactured sugar, in contrast with 185,000 tons 
produced last season. Just as the first part of the season 
was remarkable for a severe drought, so the latter portion 
was conspicuous for an exceptionally wet period. On the 
south coast, where the effects were the worst, the cane never 
properly recovered. At Illovo 12 to 13 tons of cane were 
required to make a ton of sugar at the end of the season. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Contsnued. 


EUROPE. 


LITHUANIA. 
RECORD TIMBER EXPORTS IN 1920. 


According to a statement of timber exports during 1920, 
issued by the Lithuanian Customs Administration, the 
total export of timber of all kinds amounted to 438,905 
cubic feet. This constitutes a record, as, during the years 
of war and the German occupation, Lithuanian timber cut- 
ting decreased, and there were, theretore, large reserves 
available for felling in the course of 1920. 

The quantities of some of the more important classes of 
timber exported were as follows :— 











Cubic feet. 


Pir PIMOS  .cccccccse ssacesaiilediaadiiaiaiaiae ‘issecesce BEaEe 
Oak er inset ciataaiiiaseiemamemitee 9,543 
UD  --c. |  dekenbeebandeeieineaens iii . $2,021 
| nee eee icaiaaisstiiilaniiiiiaet .» 10,015 
OT 55 | ttnstbaneine said tibial aaseaieaste 8,263 
Timber for pulping .............seeeeeee <« 81,20 





POLAND. 
CONDITIONS IN THE TANNING INDUSTRY. 


The tanning industry in Poland before the war was 
quite an important one, as, apart from home pro- 
duction, Poland imported considerable quantities of skins 
and hides, states the Report on the Industrial, Com- 
mercial, and Economic Situation in Poland, by the Com- 


mercial Secretary to H.M. Legation, Warsaw (H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 2s. net). Prussian Poland and 


Galicia were also engaged in the industry; and Galicia, 
who allowed it to decline in the years preceding the war, 
has within the last few months revived the trade; the sole- 
leather industry, which is mostly from imported hides, 
being the most important. Harness leather is chiefly made 
from imported German hides. 

The tanning industry is mostly carried on by small 
tanneries spread over the country, and it is stated that 
these are capable of undertaking ten to twenty times as 
much production as at present. At the present time the 
industry is in a state of stagnation, the Germans having 
dismantled the machinery, and the hide and skin market 
being quite exhausted. It is anticipated that one year 
will be required for reconstruction. Horse hides, bullock, 
goat, sheep and calf skins, which formerly came from 
Russia, will now have to be imported from other countries. 

Poland is also much in need of materials required in the 
manufacture of leather, such as quebracho extract, mimosa, 
etc., and rubber, asbestos and other packing materials. 

Thirty-three per cent. of the total output of the sole- 
leather industry was from home supplies. 

The pre-war exports of Poland on a five-vear average were 
811,000 poods, imports 340,000 poods. 





SWITZERLAND. 
KEEFORTS TO REVIVE EXPORT TRADE. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 





BERNE. 

The almost complete cessation of the export trade of 
Switzerland in manufactured goods, as shown by the recent 
Basle Sample Fair, has led the ‘‘ Basler Nachrichten ”’ to 
review the country’s assets and the steps that should be 
taken in order that Swiss manufacturers may once again 
compete in foreign markets. The article states that ‘‘ the in- 
valuable wealth of its water power resources, the efficiency 
of Swiss labour, economic peace and goodwill, a careful 
choice in the purchase of raw materials, and improved 
facilities for the imports of the latter and the export of 
manufactured goods, will go a long way towards helping 
Switzerland out of its present position.” 

ACCESS TO THE SEA. 

Something has already been done to this end, and the 
direct access to the sea by the Rhine is a great step to- 
wards the improvement in Swiss exports. The first Swiss 
port—in Basle--is approaching completion, and, in connec- 
tion with its inauguration, an Exhibition of raw materials. 
or a Fair for raw materials, should be organised. The aim 
would be two-fold. On the one hand, to afford a comparison 
in price and quality of the raw materials necessary to Swit- 
zerland, and, on the other hand, to demonstrate the prac-’ 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —Continved. 


tical value of the Rhine route. This latter point is of para- 
mount importance. The Cantonal Government of Basle, 
regardless of difficulties, has lost no time in the accomplish- 
ment of this purpose, as is proved by the advanced state of 
the work on the inland harbour of Basle. The Swiss fleet 
on the Rhine will soon be composed of six wnits, and this 
beginning, though modest, is none the less gratifying. 





ASIA. 





JAPAN. 





THE SALT INDUSTRY. 
(From the Commercial Counsellor to H.M. Embassy.) 
Toxio, 


The salt monopoly system was originally introduced into 
Japan for revenue purposes towards the close of the Russo- 
Japanese war. It worked fairly successtully at first, but 
on account of the slow progress of the industry, increasing 
costs of production and consequent higa prices paid by 
industrial and other consumers, considerable discontent 
became evident, and there arose a general movement in 
favour of its discontinuance and reversion to private enter- 
prise, not only in Japan proper but in Korea, Formosa 
and the Kwantung Leased Territory. There is, however, 
a minority opinion in favour of the retention of the mono- 
poly on the ground that emergency requirements will be the 
better met in time of war, and efficiency improved by unity 
of control. It is impossible to predict what the Commis- 
sion, at present sitting, will decide, but it is evident that 
no decision is going to be made without the most careful 
deliberation, in view of the growing danger of a shortage 
of salt for industrial purposes. 

According to a recent report in the ‘‘ Asahi,’’ one of 
the leading Tokio newspapers, the Commission found that 
the tetal production of salt in Japan and her dependencies 
in 1919 was about 1,053,600 tons, while the domestic con- 
sumption did not amount to more than 880,000 tons. It is 
difficult to accept these figures so far as consumption is 
concerned, for there was a heavy excess import from foreign 
countiles: 413,417 tons were imported, while exports 
nmounted to 12,767 tons. During the last five years, 1915- 
1919, exports remained practically stationary, with a ten- 
dency to decrease, and last year the decline was very 
marked, but imports have increased by leaps and bounds. 
In 1°15 they were under 30 tons, and 1919 over 400,000 
tons. These figures indicate a strong and growing demand 
which, accordinvg to the estimates of the Commission, 
cannot be met in Japan even if potential extensions of 
salt fields be realised. 

A Japanese chemical expert, Dr. Ikeda, has been for 
some time attempting production of salt by direct evapora- 
tion of sea water, but the results of his experiment are 
not vet known. 

The following tables, showing Japanese production of 
salt, imports from foreign countries and exports from 
Japan, serve as a guide in estimating Japan’s position in 
regard to salt. 


’ 


PRODUCTION OF SALT, 1905-1919. 


Area of Quantity 
No. of No. of Farms. Produced. 

Year. Farmers. Farms. Cho. Kin. 

1905 29,985 16,210 8,083 554,972,313 
1910 17,115 9,474 6,903 944,669,592 
1913 10,891 6,336 5,925 1,066,099 ,073 
1914 10,929 6,295 5,905 1,017 ,640,772 
1915 10,883 6,193 5,883 995,142,774 
1916 10,366 6,104 5,881 1,034,202,782 
1917 10,501 6,079 5,881 1,003,475,379 
1918 10,117 5,971 5,822 675,510,688 
1919 9.938 5,860 5,781 981,215,355 


Toran QuANTITIES OF Sat IMporrep INTO JAPAN, 1905-1919. 


Year. Amount Imported (Kin). Value (Yen). 
1905 65,890,000 507,501 
1910 89,551,000 624,133 
1913 124,726,000 889,871 
1914 175,727,000 1,173,147 
1915 149,905,000 1,002,015 
1916 188,749,000 1,270,459 
1917 387,483,000 4,484,132 
1918 595,822,000 9,625,243 
1919 876,737,000 17,119,375 
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Exrort or Satt FROM JAPAN, 1905-1919. 


Export to Foreign Countries. Export to 
To places in 
Asiatic Other Japanese 
Russia. countries. Total. Empire. 

Kin. Kin. Kin. Kin. 

1905 61,117 8,374,475 8 435,592 on 
1910 36,490,988 6,261,615 42,752,603 9,701,129 
1913 52,401,155 5,820,400 58,221,555 55,563,311 
1914 47,518,470 100 47,518,570 23,365,928 
1915 81,761,140 65,000 81,826,140 27,157,103 
1916 86,278,468 255,576 86,534,044 25,484,337 
1917 113,400,598 202,280 113,602,878 25,988,581 
1918 104,997,512 8.024 105,005,536 27,247,919 


| Norr.—Yen = 2s. O}d. (par). Kin = 1323 lb. Cho 
= 2:45 acres. | 





SYRIA, 





TRADE CONDITIONS. 
(From FM. Consul.) 

The market is at present still rather over-stocked with 
most commodities, and the steady rise in the rates of the 
Kgyptian (and, consequently, the English) £€ to local gold, 
has resulted in British goods bought previously fetching 
smaller prices in Syria than in the United Kingdom. 

At present most orders are going to countries—such as 
Germany, Austria, and Italy—where the exchange is low. 
It is thought, however, that when stocks are exhausted there 
may again be a limited demand for good quality United 
Kingdom merchandise. It is not possible to compete in the 
cheaper qualities. 

Following is a list of goods considered most likely to find 
a sale in Damascus :— 

Motor cars, lorries, and accessories ; 

Cycles, motor cycles, side-cars, and accessories ; 
Klectric hght fittings and shades ; 

Safes, cash and deed boxes; 


DAMASCUS. 


Tools; 

Portable kitchen ranges for wood-fuel, made with piping 
and on the same principle as heating stoves (that is, 
not intended to be built into the wall); 

Heating-stoves burning wood ; 

Stirrups, bridles, and bits; 

Cartridge-loading requisites ; 

Table glass and crockery of good quality ; 

Boots and shoes of good quality ; 

Toilet preparations. 

Umited Kingdom exporters interested may care to furnish 
catalogues dealing with these lines for distribution to local 
commission agents and for display in the waiting room at 
the Consulate. 

Such catalogues, which should preferably be printed in 
French, should be addressed direct to H.M. Consul, British 
Consulate, Damascus, and the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, would be 
glad to be informed of any action thus taken. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 
PARA RUBBER EXPORTS. 











(From H.M. Consul.) PaRa. 
Neceipts of rubber at the port of Para during March were as 
follows :— Tons. 
I viii tihntannd uacwonepnenesenemens 1,051 
STE  viknndindinanineninieinemnnnedonmeiie 131 
RN i cccasctandsiseseisiisibininiinnienineininaatiaiannn anita 343 
1,525 


The stocks on hand were 1,997 tons; making the total 
available for export 3,522 tons. 

The exports during March were :—To United States 969 tons 
_ Europe 302 tons. 8tocks on 3lst March amounted to 2,251 
ons. 

The exports for the first three months of the current year 
are as follows :— 1921. 1920. 


Tons. Tons. 
nn ne 1,722 ... 2,845 
EE sncsncintiiaeneasielammueed-cas 1,980 ... 38,702 


TE: - cietiikesinesdaniiinnenstiniinmnie 1,271 ... 3,138 





Finance and Banking. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


BANKING RETURNS FOR MARCH 
QUARTER. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
WELLINGTON. 

While fixed deposits increased to a small extent during 
the first quarter of the current year as compared with the 
March quarter of 1920, free deposits declined by over 
£4,000,000 and at the same time advances increased by more 
than £18,000,000. Thus for the first time since the out- 
break of war an excess of advances over deposits is shown. 
The position is a sure indication that the calls made on the 
banks have been mainly for the purpose of meeting the 
cost of heavy importations of goods. The actual figures 
showing the deposits and advances during the first quarters 
of 1920 and 1921 are as follows :— 








March hxeess of 
quarter. Deposits. Advances, deposits. 
z £ £ 
1920... =: 50,665,091 32,042,042 18,623,049 


192L =... )=— 47,155,730 52,446,341 5,290,611* 
* Excess of advances. 
The figures showing note circulation and coin and bullion 
during the March quarters of same years are as follows :— 
March quarter. Note Circulation. Coin and Bullion. 


£ £ 
1920 7,765,559 ‘in 7,807,213 
1921  ... 7,830,206 he 7,662,558 





POLAND. 





GOVERNMENT LOANS FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PURPOSES. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
WARSAW. 

A recent Law relative to the opening by the Polish Govern- 
ment of a credit of three milliards of Polish marks tor the 
granting of loans for agricultural purposes is to be carried 
out by the Ministers of Agriculture and Finance on the 
following lines:-— 

(a) Owners or lessees of estates will be supplied, either 
for cash or on credit, with live stock, agricultural 
machinery and implements, seeds, and all other articles 
indispensable for working farms; 

(b) Agricultural co-operatives will be supplied, either 
for cash or on credit, with the above-mentioned articles 
for cultivation of tallow land; 

(c) Credit will be granted to agricultural, commercial, 
and industrial concerns, associations, and firms, which 
supply or manufacture articles necessary for the cultiva- 
tion of land; 

(d) Loans will be granted to owners of farms and to 
agricultural co-operatives enumerated in (0) for the pur- 
chase of articles indispensable for the cultivation of land, 
etc. 

The following persons, companies, etc., will be entitled to 
receive credits and loans :— 

(1) Farms situated in the districts of Nowogrodek, 
Pinsk, Wolhynia Bialystok, Lublin, Warsaw, and in 
former Austrian Poland; 

(2) Agricultural societies existing for the purpose of 
cultivation of fallow land in the districts mentioned 
above ; 

(3) The holders of new farms which have been created 
in connection with the carrying out of the land reform; 

(4) The holders of other farms, if found necessary by 
the Ministry of Agriculture. . _ 


The amount of credit to be granted to owners and lessees 
of farms will vary according to the size of the farm, and 
that to be granted to agricultural co-operatives and other 
firms will depend on the capital. 

The passing of the above Law will undoubtedly develop the 
trade in agricultural machinery and implements, seeds, and 
fertilisers. If United Kingdom manufacturers and ex- 
porters of these articles are in a position to compete with 
other countries as to prices and credit it is to be hoped that 
British interests will benefit by this law. 

As far as it has been possible to ascertain, credits amount- 
ing to’ 50 million Polish marks have already been granted 
to several agricultural syndicates established in the Eastern 
provinces. 
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Shipping. 
SOUTH AFRICA. 
SHIPPING IN 1920. 


The table below, which is taken from the Fifteenth Annual 
Statement of the Trade and Shipping of the Union for 1920, 
issued by the Department of Customs and Excise, Cape 
Town, shows the tonnage of oversea cargo landed and 
shipped during 1920 and 1919 by the six leading national- 
ities engaged in the trade. 

It will be seen that British, United States, Dutch, 
Japanese, and Scandinavian vessels took a larger part in 
the carriage of goods to and from the Union of South Africa 
during 1920 than in 1$19, with the exception of cargo 
shipped from the Union in British and United States 
vessels, which showed decreases of 62,505 and 6,576 tons. 









































' . Cargo shipped 
Cange tended. (including bunker coal). 

1920. i919. | 1920. | 1919. 

Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
Total... —... | 2,073,887 | 1,193,974 | 2,763,364 2,652,624 
British ... ... | 1,593,730 | 940.159 | 2,232,947 2,294,752 
United States ... §3,106 74,123 53,574 60,145 
Dutch ... san 46,825 3,088 91,663 60,938 
Japanese we 59,913 40,632 156,931 129,510 
Norwegian a 97,071 $1,363 65,786 | 31,095 
Swedish... ; 96,801 64,402 40,741 33,551 





CONTEMPLATED NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY. 

In reference to the cargoes landed and shipped by Dutch 
vessels, it is to be noted that the Netherlands Government 
is contemplating the setting aside of an annual sum of one 
million guilders, for a term ot years, in support of the 
direct service between Holland and South Africa. Vessels 
of Dutch nationality shipped at South African ports as 
cargo 38,236 tons of coal besides taking 37,308 tons into 
bunkers during 1920. 

TIMBER CARGOES. 

British bottoms conveyed the largest quantity of timber to 
South Africa, viz., 95,023 tons during the year under re- 
view. Swedish vessels brought 71,256 tons, American 41,285 
tons, Norwegian 34,215 tons, and Finnish vessels 12,921 
tons of timber. 

Large quantities of grain were brought from South 
America in Norwegian sailing ships. 

POsITION OF THE Ports. 

The following table shows the total value and percentage 

of the import trade of the Union through each port : —~ 








1920. | 1919. 








Value Per | Value Per 
| £ cent. | £ cent. 
Cape Town .... .. ; 26,041,510 | 27°88 | 12,514,761 | 26°79 
Port Elizabeth .. | 21,392,640 | 22°90 9.054,608 | 19°38 
East London we | 6,802,315 8°35 3,606,957 7°72 
Durban . nick vee | 30,386,553 | 32°53 17,442,208 | 37°34 














Delagoa Bay ... ... | 5,190,138 5°57 2,709,880 5°80 
Mossel Bay... — 571,475 | 0°61 213,161 | 0°46 
Other ports, including | 
overland removals | 
from Rhodesia .- | 2,020,331 2°16 1,171.220 | 2°51 
Total ... ... | 93,404,962 100 46,712,795 100 





Nore.—The figures for Cape Town include all imports 
through the Parcel Post. 


WEST INDIES (ST. VINCENT). 
CARGO TONNAGE DUES RE-IMPOSED. 


An Ordinance has beens adopted by the Government of 
St. Vincent, dated 8th March, imposing ‘“ tonnage dues 
on certain vessels arriving in and departing from ’’ the 
Colony. Tonnage dues were abolished in 1919 in order to 
encourage ocean shipping, but owing to the very large in- 
crease in freights on St. Vincent produce the Executive 
and Legislative Councils unanimously decided to re-impose 
the former rate of dues, on the ground that there was no 
justification for according special privileges to the shipping 
companies. The cargo tennage dues are at the rate of 
ls. 6d. per ton of 40 cubic feet in all ships whether inwards 
or outwards bound, other than sailing ships and those speci- 
ally exempted under section 6 of the Ordinance (H.M. 
ships, telegraph vessels, and ships exempted by Order in 
Council). , 











SHIPPING—Continued. 
SPAIN. 


SALE OF SPANISH SHIPS TO 
FOREIGNERS. 
The prohibition issued during the war against the sale 
of Spanish ships abroad has now been cancelled by a Royal 
Decree of 7th May, states the ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid.”’ 








— — 
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Railways. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
RAILWAY STATISTICS FOR MARCH. 


The sixteenth issue of railway statistics, which is avail- 
able at H.M. Stationery Office, shows that during the 
month of March there was a further decline in all classes 
of traffic. 

Monthly passenger statistics were only introduced in 
July, 1920, but the quarterly figures available in respect of 
sixteen of the principal companies show that the number ot 
passengers conveyed (excluding season ticket holders) dur- 
ing the first three months of the current year was 30 
millions (or 12 per cent.) less than in the corresponding 
period of last year, although still 16 per cent. in excess of 
the number conveyed during the first quarter of 1913. The 
average receipt per passenger journey in March was 14:06d. 
as compared with 11°52d. in February, and the number of 
journeys made by passengers at excursion fares was 852,274 
as compared with 8,311, the increase in both cases being 
mainly due to Kaster holiday traffic. As regards freight 
traffic, the total tonnage conveved in March shows a decline 
of roughly 84 million tons, or 27 per cent., compared with 
March, 1920, and the ton-miles worked a decrease of 29 per 
cent., made up as follows: 























Tons. 
pencription of Fesight March, | Decrease from 
1921, Mareh, 1920. 
Tons. ‘Per Cent. 

Ceneral Merchandise ... 5,163,095 1,857,420 | 26°46 
Coal, Coke and Patent Fuel 13,471,303 4,760,690 | 26°11 
Other Minerals ... in 4,148,797 1,995,927 | 32°48 
Total ...  ... «|, 22,783,195 | 8,614,037 | 27°44 


Ton- Miles. 











Description of Freight March, Decrease from 
1921. Mareh, 1920. 
Tons. PerCent. 
Gieneral Merchandise 451,459,564) 184,843,716 | 29°05 
Coal, Coke and Patent Fuel 636,555,742) 229,833,276 | 26°53 
Other Minerals ... nia ee 184,858,293) 123,675,715 | 40°08 
a —| ——_-—_— 
Total... ae. '1,272,873.399) 538,352,707 | 29-72 
} 





The average receipts per ton-mile (excluding cost of col- 
lection and delivery) in March, 1921, were :— 


d. 
General MOCTCNANGIBS § .........ccccccccccccccs 3096 
Coal, coke and patent fuel ............... 1-370 
i 1-817 
Be ID > -ennmnrvnitccnentnasawnsisice 2-065 


The quantity of roadstone conveyed was much in excess 
of the tonnage carried in March, 1920, but the majority of 
other principal traffics again show large decreases, as will 
be seen from the following figures : — 


| 


Tons. | Per Cent. 


Roadstone .. _ _ - Ine. | 171,600 | 31°79 
Potatoes ... ae ini ie “iy 8 50895 | 21°15 
Stone for building ——* 9,679 20°11 
Ironstone and [ron Ore ... Dee. 738,322 2°58 
lron and Steel... - egy «|| (665,048 =| 45°23 
Pig Iron ... an oes ooo gp «6| «664,499 5596 
Timber | 224,988 31°61 
Limestone ~ _— seat? tbh 215,919 16°46 
Alkali... io oo heii’ ile 56,892 HVS 
Drapery aot 10.011 40°20 


The heavy decline in trattc has also adversely affected the 
operating results, the average wagon and train loads being 
only 5°23 tons and 123-52 tons respectively as compared 
with 5-49 tons and 136-06 tons in March last year. 

The output of rolling stock has been fully maintained, 
52 locomotives, 111 coaches, and 3,267 wagons being com- 


. pleted and put into traffic during the month. 
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Minerals and Metals. 


AUSTRALIA. 


MINERAL PRODUCTION OF NEW SOUTH 
WALES IN 1920. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 








SYDNEY. 
According to an advance statement prepared by the 
New South Wales Under-Secretary for Mines the value 
of the output of minerals in the State for the year has 
been ascertained to be £11,411,462, an increase of 
£1,529,096 in 1919. The aggregate value of all minerals 
won up to the end of 1920 is £301,820,585. 


Coat Output. 

The quantity of coal wrought during the year amounted 
to 10,715,999 tons, an increase of 2,084,445 tons as com- 
pared with 1919, and exceeding the output of 10,414,163 
tons in 1913, which was previously the record for the State. 
The value at the pit’s mouth of the output for 1920, viz., 
£7 723,355, represents an increase of £2,300,509, as com- 
pared with 1919 (£5,422,846) which was the greatest pre- 
viously recorded. The quantity of coal raised in the State 
up to the end of 1920 was 256,659,582 tons, valued at 
£105,867, 631. 

Ort SHALE PRODUCTION. 

The oil shale wrought during the year amounted to 
21,004 tons, valued at £46,082, an increase in value of 
£8,114 on the vear. 

Ovutrut or GOLD. 

The total gold won in this State to the end of 1920 
amounted to 14,797,544 oz. fine, valued at £62,855,933. 
The yield recorded for 1920 is 48,907 oz. fine, valued at 
£207 746, a decrease of 16,932 oz. fine and £71,920 in value 
as compared with 1918. 

PrRoObdUCTION OF SILVER, LEAD AND ZINC. 

The production of the silver, lead and zine mines of New 
South Wales for the year 1920 is valued at £372,937, a 
decrease of £1,522,336 as compared with 1919 and of 
£5,661,905 as compared with 1918. The regrettable loss to 
the State was caused chiefly by industrial trouble. Mining 
operations were only carried on during the last month of 
the year on the Broken Hill field, as the result of the strike 
which had extended from 15th May, 1919, to 10th Novem- 
ber, 1920. Only 38,661 tons of ore were raised on this 
field during the year. The trouble also caused the closing 
down for part of the year by the Sulphide Corporation of 
the smelters at Cockle Creek, upon which most of the 
silver lead mines in other parts of the State depend for 
sale and treatment of their ores. 

The aggregate value of the output of silver, lead and 


zinc in this State to 3lst December, 1920, was £101,449,603. 


Outrur or Copper. 

The output of copper from New South Wales mines 
during 1920 was valued at £127,978, a decrease of £11,318 
on 1919. Cobar Field, which in the past has provided the 
greater part of the output, is in a serious condition. Great 
Cobar, Limited, which controlled a group of the principal 
mines, closed down and the place is being dismantled. The 
fall in the price of metal and increases in freights, costs 
of material znd labour prejudically affected this branch 
of the mining industry throughout the State. 

The value of the output to the end of 1920 is £15,256,078. 

Tin PRopvctIon. 

Tin and tin ore produced during the past year_was valued 
at £413,794, a decrease of £2,829 as compared with 1919. 
During the first six months the continuation of the drought 
restricted operations in the New England and Ardlethan 
Districts, and the decline in the price of tin during the 
latter part of the year caused a falling off in output. 

The total value of tin and tin ore obtained in the State 
to the end of 1920 was £12,542,297. | 

OutTURN OF |RON, LRONSTONE AND [RON OXIDE. 

The production of pig jron amounted to 86,096 tons, 
valued at £645,720, increases respectively of 5,155 tons and 
£200,545 as compared with 1919. 

In addition, 2,831 tons of ironstone, valued at £3,726, 
were raised and used by the smelting companies for flux- 
ing purposes, representing increases of 755 tons and 
£1,654 on the previous year. 

[ron oxide to the extent of 1,574 tons, valued at £1,247, 
was raised during the year, as compared with 2,724 tons 
valued at £3,406 in 1919. 

The total value of these products to the end of 1920 was 
£4,859 ,837. 





Textiles. 


FRANCE. 


LYONS FABRIC GLOVE INDUSTRY. 
(Prom H.M. Consul-General.) 








LYONS. 

Since 1919 the manufacture of fabric gloves has consider- 
ably developed in the Lyons district. 

Although serious progress was made in 1914, the pro- 
sperity of the industry was somewhat artificial because 
most of the fabric employed was manufactured in 
Germany. Afterwards the manufacture was interfered 
with, owing to the declaration of war, but with the em- 
ployment ot stocks and the importation of English fabric, 
production was assured. 

The manufacturers have since decided to stop depending 
on foreign supplies of fabric and important factories in- 
stalled with the best machinery of French construction will 
soon be in a position to turn out all the fabric necessary. 

From 1915 to 1919 orders increased not only from the 
French market but from foreign markets beyond the 
capacity of production. Amongst the principal clients are 
the United States of America, whose purchases have tripled 
those of 1918. 


SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 
THE COTTON INDUSTRY. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
BELGRADE. 

The ‘‘ Beogradski Dnevynik,’’ in an article concerning the 
cotton industry of the Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom, states 
that the industry possesses 200,000 spindles and 3,000 power 
looms. More yarn in therefore produced than can be woven 
within the country. 

The spinning mills are installed at Belgrade, Leskovac, 
Nis, Uzice, Trzic, Prepolac, and Duga Resa. The two 
last possess 5,000 spindles, and 80 machines for the manu- 
facture of lamp wicks. The Duga Resa mill also has 
machinery for bleaching, dressing and weaving cloth and 
for making cotton wool. The same mill makes linen for 
the Army, tent cloth and sail cloth. The raw cotton used 
comes from America and the Kast Indies. 

Cotton plantations have been made at Radoviste, 
Racane and Ovce-Polje. The above-mentioned factories 
are working for the time being only for the Ministry of 
War and Marine. There are also at Ljubljana two mills 
knitting cotton stockings which produce 25,000 dozen per 
annum. An important factory at Zagreb makes 300 dozen 
stockings and 400 knitted quilts yearly, and has also 3,000 
spindles producing 2,500 (English) lb. of sewing cotton. 








>] 





URUGUAY. 


THE WOOL SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Chargé d’Affaires.) 
MONTEVIDEO. 
Since the beginning of February the whole of the Urugu- 
ayan 1919 clip and half of that of 1920 have been disposed 





of in the American and German markets, and the difficulty 


of placing what remains is due to the falling off in the 
demand from Europe. Prices are still low, as is only 
natural after the war, and although the exchange at the 
moment should tempt importers in the United Kingdom to 
purchase wool at the present price, there is practically 
little demand. 

The remark regarding exchange applies equally to the 
United States, and no better moment could be found to 
buy wool in this market, but the threatened import restric- 
tions into the States keep buyers back. It is hoped that 
an improvement in the financial and commercial situation 
in this country should make itself felt in July next, but 
for the time being Uruguay, like other countries in South 
America, is still in the midst of an acute crisis. 

Owners of cattle and sheep stations are especially affected, 
and it is understood that numbers of them have closed 
up their town houses and are living on their farms for 
the sake of economy. It is anticipated that the next wool- 
clip will be a reduced one, as a large percentage of sheep 
have been killed off for purposes of consumption. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


[| NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘““ Openings for Trade’’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1.] 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 

MANCHESTER GOODS, SOFT GOODS AND FANCY 
GOODS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Melbourne desire 
to secure the representation for the whole of Australia of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of Manchester goods, soft goods 
generally, and faney goods. It is proposed to work the States, 
other than Victoria, with sub-agents and travellers. The firm 
would prefer to act on commission basis (with expenses), and 
would call on the wholesale and large retail houses. Stocks would 
be carried on consignment if desired. A representative of the 
firm is expected to arrive in this country shortly. (Reference 
No. 701.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT RAILWAY REQUIRE- 
MENTS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia has 
forwarded copies of specifications, conditions and forms ot 
tender in connection with calls for tender by the Victorian 
Covernment Railways for the supply and delivery of :— 

(1) Automatic erank pin trueing machine, including tools, 

gears, and accessories. (Contract No. 34,145.) 
Tenders due 27th July. 
(2) Incandescent lamps for electric car lighting. 24,000 meta1 
filament, 46 watt, 116 volt. 4,000 carbon filament, 32 watt, 
140 volt. (Contract No. 34,122.) 
Tenders due 27th July. 
(3) 5-horse power electric motor controller and resistances, or 
alternatively 5-h.p. electric motor and equipment. (Con- 
iract No. 34,109.) 
Tenders due 3rd August. 
(4) 250 impedance bonds (for power signalling). (Contract 
No. 34,130.) 
Tenders due 10th August. 
56 miles insulated copper wire of various gauges. (Con- 
tract No. 34,131.) 
Tenders due 10th August. 
(6) Renewals for caustic soda primary cells (3,000 sets). 
(Contract No. 34,145.) 
Tenders due 10th August. 

Sealed tenders on the proper forms will be received by the 
Victorian Railway Commissioners, Spencer Street, Melbourne. 
Tenders must be accompanied by a_ preliminary’ de- 
posit of 4 per cent. of the total amount of the offer. Local re- 
presentation is essential, and as the time for the receipt of 
tenders is limited, it will be necessary at least as regards (1) 
and (2) for firms quoting to instruct their local agents by cable. 

Copies of the specifications in connection with the above 
tenders may be consulted by United Kingdom firms interestea 
at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 59), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1 

‘ 
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CANADA. 
ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
mav be obtained :— 

DRUGGISTS’ LINES.—A manufacturers’ agent in Vancou- 
ver wishes to secure the agency for British Columbia and Alberta 
of United Kingdom manufacturers of druggist sundry lines, in- 
cluding brushes and toilet articles. | 

HARDWARE PRODUCTS.—A firm in Welland, Ontario. are 
desirous of securing the agency of United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of hardware products. 

FUR MACHINE NEEDLES.—A Canadian manufacturing 
company wishes to purchase fur machine needles of British 
manufacture, and invites samples and prices from United King- 
dom makers. | 





EGYPT. 

DRAPERY, PTECE-GOODS AND MILLINERY.—A com- 
mission agent established in Alexandria wishes to represent, on 
a commission basis, any United Kingdom firms desirous of 
appointing an agent for Egypt. He is more particularly in- 
terested in general drapery, woollen and cotton piece-goods and 
millinery. (Reference No. 702.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


HOSE AND UNDERWEAR, TOWELS, HANDKER. 
CHIEFS, AND SERVIETTES.—An Egyptian merchant and 
commission agent wishes to enter into relations with British firms 
exporting men’s and women’s hose and men’s underwear of 
cotton, wool, and artificial silk, Turkish towels, handkerchiefs, 
and serviettes. (Reference No. 703.) 

COTTON, WOOLLEN, AND SILK PIECE-GOODS.—An 
English ex-officer, well recommended, with many years’ experi- 
ence in the textile trade and an extensive connection among the 
Bedouin Arabs of the Western Desert, is desirous of representing 
United Kingdom firms in Egypt, on a reasonable commission 
basis, for cotton, woollen, and silk piece-goods. (Reference No. 
704.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

CLOTHING.—H.M. Commercial Agent for Egypt has for- 
warded a copy of specifications and conditions of tender, etce., 
relative to a call for tenders by the Ministry of the Interior, 
Egypt (Lunacy Division), for the supply of clothing to the 
Abbasiya and Khanka Asylums. 

Tenders, on the proper form, and accompanied by a provisional 
deposit of 2 per cent., must be submitted to the Lunacy Divi- 
sion, Abbasiya, not later than noon on 11th July, 1921. 

Representation by a resident agent is necessary, but the 
Department of Overseas Trade can supply the names of firms 
with Egyptian connections who might be willing to submit 
tenders on behalf of United Kingdom firms. 

The above-mentioned set of documents may be inspected by 
United Kingdom firms on application to the Enquiry Room of 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S.W. 1. 

BOOKBINDING CLOTH.—The Egyptian Government 
Press invites tenders for the supply of 4,600 metres of book- 
binding cloth. 

Tenders will be received by the Controller of Printing and 
Stationery, Cairo, up to noon on 30th June. Representation by 
a resident agent is essential. The Department of Overseas 
Trade will furnish, on application, the names of firms with 
branches in Egypt who might be prepared to act for United 
Kingdom firms interested in the tender, but who are unrepre- 
sented in Egypt. 

A few copies of the specification, conditions, etc., and 
samples of the cloth required are available in the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, for 
the use of United Kingdom firms. A copy may be inspected on 
application at the Enquiry Room. (Reference D.O.T. 5,122 
F.E./P.N.). 

CUMMERBANDS.—The Egyptian War Department is call- 
ing for tenders for cummerbands. ‘Tenders are due on 22nd 
June, and to remain open for seven days. ) 

Particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer to 
the Egyptian and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 


Westminster, S.W. 1. 








SOUTH AFRICA. 

BEDSTEADS, CARPETS, RUGS, CROCKERY, GLASS- 
WARE.—A Cape Town firm of manufacturers’ agents desire to 
secure the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers ot 
hedsteads, carpets, rugs, linoleums, crockery, glassware and up- 
holstery requisites. (Reference No. 705. 

CLOTHING, DRAPERY, HOSIERY, HABERDASHERY, 
KTC.—A Cape Town firm of manufacturers’ agents desire to 
secure the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
the following lines: Linen goods, blankets and rugs, ladies’, 
men’s and boys’ wear, laces, curtains, hosiery and haberdashery, 
etc. (Reference No. 706.) 

HARDWARE, SHEET AND PLATE GLASS.—A firm of 
Cape Town manufacturers’ agents desire to secure the repre- 
sentation of United Kingdom manufacturers of the following 
lines: Gauze wire for sieves and meat safes, spades, fencing 
material and trek chains, wire nails and shoe rivets, enamelled 
and aluminium holloware, cheap tools, lamps and lamp 
glasses, crockery, domestic glassware and bottles of all kinds, 
sheet and plate glass. (Reference No. 707.) 

WOOLLENS, CORSETS, GROCERS’ SUNDRIES.—A 
firm of Cape Town manufacturers’ agents desire to secure the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of the follow- 
ing lines : Woollens, trimmings, corsets, grocers’ and provision 
trade sundries. (Reference No. 708.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR TENDERS. 

GRAIN ELEVA'TORS.—With reference to the notice on p. 
22 of the ‘* Journal ”’ of 6th January, relative to a call for 
tenders by the South African Railways and Harbours Adminis- 
tration, for the construction of Grain Elevators, the Department 
of Overseas Trade is advised that the latest. date for the receipt 
of tenders has heen extended from 2nd May to 5th July. The 
plant required includes one terminal grain elevator at Cape 
Town, capacity 30.000 tons of 2,000 Ib.; one terminal grain 
elevator at Durban, capacity 42.000 tons of 2,000 Ib., and 34 
county elevators ranging in capacity from 1,800 to 5.800 tons 
of 2,000 Ib. 

Copies of the drawings and documents are available for in- 
spection by intending tenderers at the office of the High Com- 
missioner for the Union of South Africa, 32, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. | 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Vontinued. 


EUROPE. 








AUSTRIA. ' 
WOOLLEN AND COTTON GOODS.—An_ old-established 
firm of merchants in Vienna are desirous of representing, on a 


commission basis, United Kingdom manufacturers and ex- 
porters of woollen and cotton goods. (Reference No. 709.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Lepartment of Overseas Trade. 





DENMARK. 

DRAPERIES, CLOTHING, AND COTTON GOODS.—A 
Danish firm is anxious to obtain the agency for Copenhagen of 
a United Kingdom manufacturer of draperies, clothing, and 
cotton goods. (Reference No. 710.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas ‘Trade. 





ITALY. 

MALT.—An Italian firm, established in Genoa since 1870, 
members ot the British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, desire 
to secure the representation, on a commission basis, for the 
whole of Italy, for British producers and exporters of malt. 
Correspondence—English and Italian. (Reference No. 711.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

SUPPLIES FOR ROYAL PALACE.—Tenders are invited 
by 10 a.m. on 15th June for the supply of :— 

(1) Furniture. 

(2) Silver and gold plate. 

(3) Glass, crystal and porcelain. 

(4) Household linen. 

(5) Liveries. 

(6) Motor cars, and 

(7) Coaches, 

required for the Royal Palace in Belgrade. Tenders should be 
submitted to the ‘ Direction de Ja Cour, Belgrade,’’ and 
marked ‘* Offre pour lachat des effets necessaires.’’ The goods 
to be delivered not later than 15th October next. 

A copy of the specifications and conditions of tender have 
been received by the Department of Overseas Trade from the 
Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Belgrade, and may 
be inspected by United Kingdom firms interested, on appli- 
cation to the Enquiry Room of the Department, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 

It is desirable that United Kingdom firms desirous of tender- 
ing for supplies required by the Serb-Croat-Slovene State 
should be represented in that country. The names of some 
sritish firms likely to be willing to submit tenders on behalf 
of United Kingdom firms may be obtained on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TARPAULINS.—The Direction of State Railways in Bel- 
vrade is inviting tenders to be presented by 30th June for the 
supply of 500 tarpaulins as follows :— 

(7) 300 must be 10 metres long and 8 metres wide. On the 

‘length ’’ sides there must be 11 metal holes, on the 
‘‘ width ’’ sides 9, with corresponding number of fasten- 
ing ropes, each 1:20 metres long. 

(4) 200 must be 6 metres long and 4 metres wide, the 

‘“length ’’ sides having 7 metal holes and the ** width ”’ 
sides 5, with the corresponding number of ropes, 1:20 
metres long. 

The tarpaulins must be made of impregnated cloth. Samples 
have to be submitted by the tenderer. 

Delivery is to be made within two months of the signing of 
the contract and all charges and duty paid. 

Serb-Croat-Slovene subjects have to deposit 40,000 dinars 
and foreigners 80,000 dinars before or on the date of tendering. 
If the goods are not delivered in time and according to the 
samples submitted the contractor loses his deposit. 

Payment in cash on delivery. 

The offers, which must be provided with a duty stamp, must 
be addressed to the “‘ Generalna Direcija Zeleznica,’’ Belgrade, 
in a sealed envelope. On the envelope must be written 
‘* Ponuda za Nabavku Musema ”’ (Offer for the supply of Tar- 
paulins). 

DISINFECTANTS.—The Ministry of Communications, Bel- 
grade, is inviting tenders to be submitted by 22nd June for the 
supply of the following disinfecting materials :— 

40.000 kilos. of pink chloride powder (without iron supple- 
ments, and without free chloro-hydrogen acid) ; 700,000 kilos. 
of creosote (with the following specifications : minimum 5 
per cent. of phenol, cresol, and their homologues; it should 
he liquid at 15 degrees 
In the offers, which must bear a ten dinar duty stamp 

prices must be stated all charges paid Belgrade or port . They 
must be enclosed in a_ sealed envelope, and addressed, 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continuced. 
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‘* Ekonomsko Odelenje, Ministarstva Saobracaja.’’ On the en- 
velope should be written ‘‘ Ponuda za licitaciju pinkhlorida 1 
creozota.”’ 

A deposit of 10 per cent. by Serb-Croat-Slovene subjects 
and 20 per cent. by foreigners must be made before or on the 
date of tendering. 

O1L.—The Ministry of Communications, Belgrade, is invit- 
ing tenders for the supply of the whole or part of the follow- 
ing :— 

799,500 kilos. of locomotive and wagon lubricating oil for 

summer use ; 

931,500 kilos. of locomotive and wagon lubricating oil for 
winter use; 

770,000 kilos. of cylinder Jubricating oil; 

422,000 kilos. of cylinder oil for overheated steain ; 

340,000 kilos. vegetable (colza) oil for illumination ; 

706,000 kilos. of oil for Diesel motors ; 

35,000 kilos. of oil for dynamo engines ; 

25,000 kilos of oil for cleaning ; 

%,000 kilos. of cylinder oil for Diesel motors ; 

10,000 kilos. of machine oil for Diesel motors ; 

1,200 kilos. of special oil for mechanical instruments ; 

1,370,000 kilos. of petroleum ; 

484,000 kilos. of petrol. 

A deposit of 10 per cent. for Serb-Croat-Slovene subjects 
and 20 per cent. for foreigners has to be made before or on 
the date of tendering. Offers must bear a ten dinar duty 
stamp. 

Offers should be enclosed in a sealed envelope, and addressed 
to the ‘*‘ Ekonomsko Odelenje, Ministarstva Saobracaja,’’ with 
the inscription, ‘* Ponuda za licitaciju, petroleuma.”’ 

SUPPLIES FOR MINISTRY OF POSTS AND TELE- 
GRAPHS.—The Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs of the King- 
dom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes invites tenders for the 
supply of the following material :— 

(1) 18,000 kilos. of iron zinced wire; 80,000 curved carricrs 

and 80,000 porcelain insulators. 

(2) 250 complete sets of tools. 

(3) 3 light motor vans (half-closed). 

The tenders are invited up till 29th June, 30th June, and 6th 
July respectively. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Belgrade has 
forwarded copies of the specifications and conditions, and in 
connection with (1) and (3) blue prints, which may be seen by 
United Kingdom firms interested at the Enquiry Room of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, S.W. 1. 

Notre.—It is desirable that firms intending to compete for Serb- 
Croat-Slovene State contracts should be represented in that 
Kingdom. The Department of Overseas Trade is prepared 
to assist in the appointment of agents. 











SWITZERLAND. 


COTTON YARNS.—A Swiss wholesale dealer and commis- 
sion agent, established at Zurich, desires to obtain the repre- 
sentation for Switzerland of British spinners of yarns, 24 to 44 
American and 60 to 200 Egyptian. This agent states that he 
has been in the trade for over 20 years, and that he could do an 
important business with the Swiss electric cable works and with 
weavers. (Reference No. 712.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





AFRICA. 





MOROCCO! 
GALVANISED IRON SHEETING, NAILS AND TACKS 


PRAYING MATS, SNUFF-BOXES. ELECTRIC LIGHT 
BULBS AND WOOLLEN VESTS.—A general merchant, 
established in Tetuan, is desirous of getting in touch with 
United Kingdom exporters of galvanised iron sheeting (for 
quantities up to 30 tons); nails and tacks; felt praying mats 
of varying thicknesses, and in red, green, and black colours; 
snuff-boxes (papier-maché with spring lid; real and imitation 
tortoise shell, etc.); electric light bulbs, voltage 120, varying 
candlepower, with screw or ‘fix ’’ sockets; heavy woollen 
vests for native and Spanish market, both men’s and women’s. 
(Reference No. 713. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Pepartment of Overseas Trade. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


TRONMONGERY, PIECE-GOODS, CHEMICALS.—A firm 
of agents resident in Buenos Aires desire to represent British 
firms in the following lines :—Holloware, edge tools and iron- 
mongery; woollen and cotton piece-goods; heavy and_ fine 
ae nae sa (Reference No. 714.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be s ) 
Department of Overseas Trade. aaa 
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Customs Regulations 
and Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


* AUSTRALIA. 
NEW CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The Oftice of the High Commissioner for Australia is 
advised that the following amendments have been made in 
the Commonwealth Tariff :— 











British | Inter- 
Preferen- mediate 
tial Tariff Tariff. 


Gencral 


Item. : Goods, Tarif’ 





105 (1)|Piece-goods (which would other- 
(new | wise be) dutiable at a higher 
sub rate than payable under this 

item.) | sub item, if imported for manu- 

facture of waterproofed piece- 
goods as prescribed by Depart- 

mental by-law .. adval.| 10% 

106 (c)|Braids, strawgrass hatmaking— 
(new | (1) Not bleached ordyedad ral.| Free. 
sub (2) Bleached or dyed wl val.) a -| yA 10 % 
item.) | 

106 (b)iButtons, wholly metal, not gold 
(new } or silver, used externally on =e | 
sub uniforms and liveries ad val.) 8904 | 35% | 40%, 

item, ) | 

109 Artificial plants, flowers. fruit,, 

leaves and grains, of all kinds! 

of material .. ad val.| 30% 

(The above item takes the place! 
of the former items 109 A) 
and Bb.) | 

114 (£)|/Hats and bonnets of all descrip- 

tions and materials, 0.e.1., 

including forms, pull-over hoods 

weighing not more than 1j 
ounces each, shapes and frames 

nel. ... se .. adrval.| 35% 40% | 49% 
118 |Carpets, carpeting, floor cloths, | 

floor and carriage mats of any | 
textile material except coir ; 
and floor rugs and coverings 
nol being rubber and not being 
furs or other skins (including 
felts and pads but not includ- 
ing carpet felt paper) ; saddle- 

bag in the piece or otherwise a 5 

adval.| 19% | loi, 3 2% 

(The only alteration in this 
item is In the insertion of 

| the words in italic. ) | 

119s |Articles of coir, viz. :— | | 
Mats, matting and fenders | 

oO o/ on * we C/ 

adval.| 20,4 | 30°, dO % 

127 ~=|Hop-cloth ; filter cloth for mines 

and oil mills and press cloth | | 

ad val.| Free. Free. | 10% 
129 (4))Hessians, brattice cloth and jute 
piece-goods 
( 





. o/ opr oc, 
20% | 20y 











| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 

















eee eee eee Free. Free. ; Free. 
)|Bookbinders’ cloth and bunting 
ad val.| Free. | 5% 


| 





aa 
- 


Ee & 
15% 








This information is based on telegraphic advice and is 
subject to confirmation. The Intermediate Tariff is not yet 
operative. 





BRITISH INDIA. 
REVISION OF TEA CESS. 


Notification No. A 35, issued by the Government of India 
in the Department of Industries on 8th April, 1921, states 
that as from Ist May, 1921, a Customs duty of 4 annas per 
hundred pounds will be levied on all tea produced in and 
exported from India. 








NEWFOUNDLAND. 
EXPORT DUTY ON TRON ORE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, copy of a Bill which has been introduced for the 
purpose of confirming an Agreement between the Govern- 
ment of Newfoundland and the Dominion [ron and Steel 
Company, and the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Company, 
Limited, whereby the payments to bs made in Newfound- 
land by way ot eaport duty, taaation, or other imposition 
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on iron ore shall be definitely fixed, in order to enable the 
companies to enter upon a policy of extension of their busi- 
ness and the development of new markets for the ore mined 
in the Colony. 

The Bill provides that from Ist January, 1921, until 31st 
December, 1940, the amount payable by the companies upon 
every ton of 2,240 pounds of iron ore exported from New- 
foundland to Nova Scotia shall be 25 cents. Further, that 
for the period of 20 years from Ist January, 1921, to 31st 
December, 1940, the Government shall permit the exporta- 
tion of iron ore by the companies to any part of the world, 
other than the Dominion of Canada, free from any duty, 
tax, or imposition, subject to certain prescribed conditions 
as to the expenditure by the companies within certain 
periods of specified sums for the improvement and develop- 
ment of the mines and the erection and construction by 
them of plant and accessories for smelting, capable of pro- 
ducing 100,000 tons of pig iren per year. Failure to comply 
with such conditions will result in the levying of a duty 
of 10 cents per ton of 2,240 pounds on all iron ore ex- 
ported to parts of the world other than Nova Scotia. 

The Government further undertakes for the period of 20 
years, commencing Ist January, 1921, to 3lst December, 
1940, to permit the exportation of iron ore by the companies 
to places in Canada other than Nova Scotia free from any 
duty, tax or other imposition, in any one calendar year that 
the shipments of iron ore from Newfoundland to Nova 
Scotia amount to a total of one million tons. In the event 
of the said shipments to Nova Scotia in any one calendar 
year being less than one million tons, the companies shall 
pay a tax of 25 cents per ton of 2,240 pounds upon each 
ton shipped to places in Canada other than Nova Scotia, 
until any shortage in the one million tons has been made up. 

The Government agrees during the continuance of this 
Agreement that all materials imported for the construction 
and erection of the proposed smelting plant, coke ovens, 
and other accessories, and all materials (including coal) 
that may be used for the manufacture of coke, pig iron, or 
steel shall be admitted into Newfoundland free of duty, tax 
or other imposition. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


PROHIBEPION OF IMPORTATION OF 
CERTAIN ELECTRICAL APPARATUS 
REVOKED. 

An Order-in-Council, dated 9th March, 1921, revokes the 
prohibition of the importation into New Zealand of electrical 
apparatus known as the Violetta high-frequency generator, 
and all accessories and written or printed advertising 
matter relating thereto. 


NYASALAND. 
REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The ‘* Nyasaland Government Gazette ’’ (Extraordinary) 
of 3lst March, 1921, contains copy of Government Order 
No. 69 of 1921, substituting the following Schedules of 
Import and Export Duties, with effect from Ist April, 1921, 
for those previously in operation in the Protectorate, 
Viz. :-— 














A.—IMPORTS. 

1. Save as hereinafter provided a duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem 
shall be charged on all goods imported into the Protectorate. 

(a) Save as hereinafter provided the words ad valorem shall mean 
the actual cost incurred in respect of the goods imported up to the 
port or place of entry into the Protectorate and shall include the 
net purchase price, expenses of internal transport, sea freights, 
insurance, and all charges in respect of agency. brokerage, harbour, 
wharfage. lighterage, traushipment and like dues incidental to the 
transmission of the goods from the place where purchased to the said 
port or place of entry. 

(b) Provided that in respect of the following goods imported 
solely for native trade, grey calico, grey sheeting, grey lona, blue 
calico, blue sheeting, blue drill, blue bafuta, handkerchiefs, scarves, 
chadders, blankets, salt, and other goods which the Comptroller of 
Customs is satisfied are imported solely for native consumption, 
the term ad valorem shall mean the value of the goods as they lie in the 
port of shipment in the country where purchased for transhipment 
to Nyasaland. 

(c) Provided further that where the importer or consignee is 
unable to produce particulars of all or any of the expenses. dues or 
charges hereinbefore referred to, the Comptroller of Customs mar 
accept payment of mport dut» on such valuation additional to the 
net purchase price as in his opinion shall represent the actual cost 
of the goods up to the port or place of entry aforesaid ; but where the 
importer or consignee of the goods declines to accept such valuation 
for the purpose of assessment of import duty, entry of the goods 
may be permitted by the Comptroller of Customs on payment of the 
amount of the duty so assessed by him subject to adjustment of 
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same on production of evidence to his satisfaction of th = atual 
amount of such expenses, dues and charges within six months of the 
date of such entry of the goods. 

2. On distilled liquors there shall be paid the following import 
duties, that is to say :— 

(a) On all distilled liquors with the exceptions hereinafter men- 
tioned there shall be paid import duty at the rate of 22/6 per gallon 
proof spirit as ascertained by Sikes’ hydrometer, and so on in 
proportion for any greater or less degree of strength or any greater 
or less quantity. 

(b) On scents, perfumes and other similar mixtures containing 
only alcohol, water, essential oil or attar, there shall be paid import 
duty at the rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

(c) On preparations containing alecchol so mixed with wood 
naphtha or methylic alcohol as to make them totally unfit for use as 
a potable spirit,there shall be paid import duty at the rate of 10 
per cent. ad valorem. 

(d) On all wines other than cordials there shall be paid import 
duty at the rate of 5s. per Imperial gallon. . 

(e) On all beer, stout, ale, cider, and perry, there shall be paid 
import duty at the rate of 2s. per Imperial gallon. 

3. The following goods shall be exempt from import duty :— 

(1) Goods imported by and for the use of the Government of the 
Protectorate, and all goods imported by the Governor for his private 
use. 

(2) Current coin of the realm. 

(3) Agricultural and industrial power me«cl.iners. farming imple- 
ments and all apparatus and plant usually and principally employed 
in farming operations. 

(4) Materials for making roads, bridges, railways, tramways and 
telegraphs, also railway rolling stock. 

(5) Trees, plants and seeds intended for cultivation, the 
importation of which is not expressly prohibited. 

(6) Manures, insecticides, and all disinfectants. 

(7) Unmanufactured tobacco leaf imported solely for the purpose 
of re-handling and for packing for export from the Protectorate. 

(8) Drugs of the British Pharmacopcvia, surgical instruments, 
dressings and appliances. 

(9) Horses, mules and donkeys. 

(10) Live stock. 

(11) Printed matter ; which term shall include book-, newspapers, 
periodicals, music catalogues and price lists, but not stationery. 

(12) Personal baggage of passengers, which is in actual use at the 
time of importation, including clothes which have been worn, a 
reasonable quantity of jewellery which is in use by the passenger 
and which is not being imported except for his own use, bedding, 
articles for the toilet, and medicines which are in actual use by the 
passenger, and scientific instruments intended for the private or 
professional use of the passenger and not intended for trading 
purposes. New and unworn wearing apparel or any goods which are 
being imported by a passenger for the use of or on account of 
other persons, and any form of alcohol, firearm, or weapon cf any 
description, save as hereinafter provided, and any medicines or 
provisions beyond what the Comptroller of Customs shall consider 
to be a reasonable amount, shall not be deemed to be the personal 
baggage of passengers. 

(13) Naval, military and civil service uniforms imported by 
Officers in the Protectorate service including the necessary arms, 
badges and accoutrements. 

(14) Camp kit, one pair of field glasses, one revolver or other 
pistol permitted by the Army Regulations, with 100 rounds of 
ammunition for same, one 303 rifle and 200 rounds of sporting 
ammunition imported by Military and Police Officers stationed 
in the Protectorate. The luggage, equipment and stores of the 
Inspector-General, King’s African Rifles, and of his Staff Officer 
when they are travelling on duty. 

(15) Samples which the Comptroller of Customs shall decide to 
be of no commercial value. 

(16) Cups, medals or other trophies imported for presentation as 
prizes at exhibitions, shows or other public competitions provided 
such articles shall, on importation, bear engraved or otherwise 
indelibly marked upon them the name of the presenter and the 
occasion on or purpose for which presented. 

(17) Gunny bags. gunny cloth, sacking and hooping and other 
materials to be used for packing cotton or other produce of the 
Protectorate for export. 

(18) Goods imported by and for the use of Consular Officers of 
the United States of America, Mexico, Cuba, and the Argentine 
Republic. 

(19) Tombstones and ornaments for graves, memorial windows, 
tablets and brasses. 

(20) Boats. vessels and yachts or parts of such. 

(21) Native foodstuffs grown or raised in adjacent territory. 

(2?) Scientific apparatus imported by persons who have satisfied 
the Governor that such apparatus is iitended solely for purposes 
connected with the gratuitous collection and preparation by them of 
specimens for a publie institution. 

(23) Cinematograph films and lantern slides, hired for the purpose 
of display, provided that the im porter satisfies the Comptroller of 
Customs that such films shall be re-exported within three months 
of the importation thereof, or for such further period as the Governor 
may in special cases direct. 

4. Where the import duty amounts to less than 3d. a sum of 
3d. shall be charged. and where such duty exceeds 3d. or any multiple 
thereof an additional 3d. shall be charged in leu of such excess ; 
provided that in the case of goods imported by post the minimum 
dutiv shall be 3d.. and thereafter at tho rate of 10 per cent. ad valorcm 
to the nearest penny. 











CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—('ontinwed. 





5. A rebate of the full unport duty on all goods lawfully re- 
imported into the Protectorate shall be allowed upon the following 
conditions:— 

(1) That a certificate containing a full description of the articles 
to be re-imported be obtained from a Customs Officer at the time 
of exportation, which certificate must be produced on re-im portation. 

(2) That the articles re-imported are those actually described in 
the certificate and are re-imported within twelve months from the 


date of exportation. 


B.—Ex ports. 
1. A duty of 1/4 per lb. shall be charged on all ivory. | 
2. A duty of ld.*per Ib. shall be charged on hippopotamus teeth 
and rhinoceres horns. , . oe ite 
3. A duty of |/- per ounce shall be charged on go]d other than gold 


coin. 
4. A duty of Id. per Ib. shall be charged on beeswax. 


ST. VINCENT. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN UNDER THE 
BRITISH PREFERENTIAL TARIFF. 

Adverting to the Notice which was published in the issue 
of this ‘‘ Journal ’’ for 23rd March last, regarding the new 
Preferential Customs Tariff in Saint Vincent, the Board of 
Trade have received copy of Regulations made by the 
Governor-in-Council on 12th March, 1921, which specify the 
conditions under which goods may be imported into the 
Colony: under the British Preferential Tariff, and contain 
the forms of Certificates ot Origin to be used in connec- 
tion therewith. 

The Regulations and forms of Certificates of Origin, 
which are substantially the same as those in force in 
Trinidad (full particulars of which were published in the 
‘* Board of Trade Journal ” of 13th January, 1921), may be 
seen on application to the Tariff Section, Department of 
Overseas Trade, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W. L. 


FOREIGN. 


FRANCE. 


EXPORT OF VARIOUS ARTICLES 
PERMITTED. 

The issues of the French “Journal Officiel” for 25th and 
27th May contain Notices of the French Ministry of Finance 
intimating that the export from France of—- 

Woollen rags (ex Tariff Nos. 23 and 167), and 
Extracted fats (wool grease, “suintine,’’ wool grease 

oil, ete. fex Tariff No. 30) 
is permitted without special authorisation, until further 
notice. 




















FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


WITHDRAWAL OF EXPORT PROHIBITION 
AND DUTY ON SCRAP IRON. 

The French “Journal Officiel” for 28th May contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 26th May, which permits the 
export and re-export from France and Algeria, without 
licence, as from 28th May, of waste, scrap and fragments 
of old manufactures of cast or wrought iron or steel, which 
can be used only for re-smelting (Tariff No. 219). The 
Decree also withdraws the export duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem which was formerly levied on the above products 
when allowed to be exported under licence. 


GERMANY. 
EXPORT PROHIBITION WITHDRAWN. 


A Proclamation dated 26th May, and published in the 
“Deutscher Reichsanzeiger”’ for 28th May, withdraws the 
prohibition of the exportation from Germany of egg-white 
(albumen), dried, even if pulverised (ex Tariff No. 372), 
which may accordingly be exported from Germany without 
licence as from 28th May. : 


ITALY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


An Italian Royal Decree of 23rd January last (pub- 
lished in the “Gazzetta Ufficiale” on 3lst March) provided 
that payments for Customs duties, not made in gold, 
were, as from a date to be fixed by the Minister of the 
Treasury, to be calculated on the average of the Italian 
exchange in New York. When special reasons render such 
action advisable, howevtr, such payments may be made on 
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the basis of the average Italian exchanges on New York 
and London. 

The Minister of the Treasury was authorised by the 
Royal Decree to fix the said rate for a fortnight, instead of 
from day to day, on the basis of the quotations of the 
preceding fortnight. with power to vary the rate before the 
expiration of such period when he considers it advisable to 
do so. 

Acting on the authority conferred by the Royal Decree, 
the Minister of the Treasury issued an Order, dated 30th 
March (and published in the ‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” on 
3ist March), the effect of which was to abolish, as from the 
Ist April, the system formerly in foree under which Cus- 
toms duties, when paid in paper currency, were subject to 
a surcharge of 300 per cent. Payment of Customs duties 
in gold has been resumed, as from that date ; in default 
of gold, the duties may be paid by means of certificates 
which must be obtained from the Banks of Issue, at a price 
which is fixed fortnightly by the Minister of the Treasury 
on the basis laid down in the Royal Decree of 23rd January. 
It is understood that for the second half of May the price 
of these certificates was 381 lire for 100 lire gold, the “‘sur- 
charge” being 281 per cent. 

In the case of duties amounting to not more than 100 
lire, and of duties imposed on goods imported by parcels 
post or carried by travellers, the amount may be paid direct 
to the Customs in paper currency with the addition of the 
surcharge fixed in connection with the certificates referred 
to above. 





MEXICO. 





EXPORT DUTY ON ONIONS WITHDRAWN. 

The “Diario Oficial” (Mexico) for 16th April contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 10th April, which withdraws, as 
from 16th April, the duty of 1 centavo per kilog. formerly 
levied on the export of onions from Mexico. 





POLAND. 


LONG TERM IMPORT AND EXPORT 
PERMITS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports the issue 
by the Polish Export and Import Commission of a Circular, 
dated 15th April, intimating that the Commission have 
decided to issue long-term permits. with a maximum term 
of one year, on the strength of which the holder will be able 
to effect exports or imports in instalments, independent 
of any restrictions and changes which may be introduced, 
during the period of validity, in the regulations governing 
exports from or imports into Poland. Applications for 
these long-term permits must contain certain particulars, 
specified in the Circular. 








IMPORT LICENCES FOR CERTAIN 
TEXTILE GOODS. | 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports that an 
Order, effective as from Ist May, notifies that the 
Polish Export and Import Commission has decided not to 
grant, until further notice, any permits for the importation 
into Poland of textile goods, with the exception of half- 
silk materials for umbrellas and neck-ties, cambric suitable 
for embroidery work, victoria and cotton linings. The 
cambric may be imported by embroidery factories only. 





IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports that 
vinegar, hops, hoes, and pails for milk and yeast have been 
added to the list of goods the importation of which into 
Poland is absolutely prohibited. 





EXPORT OF ZINC PERMITTED. 

With reference to the list of goods the export of which 
from Poland is permitted without licence (see pp. 259-60 
of the issue of the “Board of Trade Journal” for 26th 
August last), H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw 
reports that the Import and Export Commission decided, 
on 16th April, to add to that list zine (in pigs, scrap, 


powder, slag or dust) and zinc sheets (from Tariff No. 147). 
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PORTUGAL. 





REGULATIONS AFFECTING EXPORTS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Lisbon has forwarded a 
translation of a Portuguese Decree (No. 7500) of 17th May, 
published in the “ Diario do Governo” of the same date, 
modifying the regulations regarding the export of merchandise 
from Portugal. The principal alteration effected by the 
Decree is the abolition of the earlier provisions under which it 
was necessary to import coal into Portugal in order to obtain 
an export licence for pit props, and to effect similar 
compensatory inports before export of hides and skins, gold 
and silver wares, cotton and woollen fabrics and hosiery, and 
wood could take place. 

A translation of the Decree is as follows :— 

TRANSLATION OF DeckEE No, 7500 oF 171H May, 1921. 

Article 1.—The exportation and re-exportation to the Portuguese 
Colonies of all goods, except the following (for which an export 
licence is required) is permitted without the necessity of a licence :— 

Bacon. 

Butter. 

Cereals. 

Cheese. 

Flour and meal (except those for medicinal purposes). 
Hams and other cured meats. 
Lard. 

Olive oil. 

Potatoes. 

Sausages. 

Sugar. 

Preference will be given, in granting licences for the above goods, 
to exports destined for Consumers’ Co-operative Societies. 

Article 2.—The exportation and re-exportation to foreign countries 
of all goods, except the following, is permitted without licence :— 

Goods specitied in Article 1 (above). 

Charcoal. 

Chestnuts, fresh and dried. 

Fish, fresh or salted. 

Flax, fibre. 

Meat and meat products, preserved, 

Onions. 

Raw materials for preparing, finishing, printing or dyeing yarn, 

textiles, leather or skins. 

Straw and other forage. 

Wool, in the grease or washed, except coarse wool (di churra). 

The exportation of coarse wool and woollen rags and list’ may 
only take place after presentation to the Customs of a certificate 
issued by the Technical Office, approved by the Ministry of Commerce 
and Communications, respecting the examination of the goods, 

Article 3.—The export of goats, sheep, cattle (except draught 
cattle), pigs, edible fowls and eggs to foreign countries is prohibited, 
and in the case of Portuguese colonies an export licence is required, 

Article 4.——The unauthorised exportation or attempted exportation 
of goods subject to licence will be considered as contraband for all 
legal purposes. 

Article 5.—The exportation of the goods specilied in the Schedule 
annexed to this Decree (ser be/ow) is subject to the payment of the 
surtaxes therein indicated. This Schedule replaces all those previously 
published. 

Goods exported to Portuguese Colonies pay half the above- 
mentioned surtaxes, 

Provisions for Portuguese ships’ crews and passengers are exempt 
from these surtaxes, and those destined for foreign ships up to the 
next port of call, pay half the surtaxes. 

Article 6.—The granting of export licences is entirely under the 
control of the Ministry of Commerce and Communications, through 
the Administration-General of Commerce and Industry. 

In the case of foodstuffs destined for Portuguese Colonies, however, 
licences for such goods are issued by the Food Commissioner. 

Article 7.—The re-export, transhipment and transit of all goods, 
except those coming from the cargoes of ex-German ships (which are 
under the charge of the Minister of Finance, Director-General of 
Customs) is free. 

Article 8.—This Decree comes into force immediately and revokes 
all dispositions to the contrary, including those in Decree No, 7072 of 
29th October, 1920. 

The Schedule of surtaxes annexed to the Decree differs very 
little from that annexed to the Decree of 29th October last, 
which was given in full at pp. 583-4 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 11th November. Particulars of the alterations 
required to bring that list up to date are given below :— 

(a) Articles whicn did not appear in the former list :— 

Rate of surtax. 
Ese. ets. 


lara... we wa "~ .. 2 50. per kilog. 
Boots and shoes _ _ .. 5 00 per pair 
Butter... en vin - .. 8 00 per kilog. 
Matches... ae 2 00 per gross boxes. 
Scrap iron, melted down + 2 00> per kilog. 
National tohaeceo — iow we 10 00° per kilog, 
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(}) Articles on which the surtax has been modified :— 
hate of surtax. 


Former. New. 
Ese. cts. Esc. cts. 
per kilog. — per kilog. 
Checse as. ss wa ib .. O 50 3 00 
ed, va/, cd val, 
Colophany .. ee > | 10% 


Cattle hides _ calf iin: Ww eighing— 
(2) Up to 30 kilogs. each - ons | 10Y ( 20% 


(b) More than 30 ‘kilogs. each ... 1 10% 
Per Per 
metric ton. metric ton. 
Ore, wolfram sal _ ~~ .. 29 00 5 00 
Per kilog. Per kilog. 
Osiers, in the rough eee si « O08 8 0 O02 
Per Per 
metric ton. metric ton. 
Tin ... _ vee i ~ .. 90 00 100 00 
Woud : 
Common, sawn in pieces for boxes or 
barrels... ie _ ‘en .» 10 00 15 00 
Common, sawn for building purposes, 
beams, rafters and laths, rough hewn, 
pine logs, measuring more than 2°7 
metres in length or with a diameter 
exceeding 0°3 metre and other wood not 
specified in this schedule as . 48 00 80 00 
Common, sawn and awe for planks 
and boards a . 20 00 30 00 
Wood, in the rough, for joiners or r coopers 
(oak, chestnut, walnut, ash, elm and 
other)... a .. 120 00 150 00 
Masts for ships, telegraph awe and 
railway sleepers ... i .. 150 00 500 00 
Pit props, with a maximum diameter of 
0°3 metres and up to 2°7 metres long : 
With the bark _... ves .. 10 00 40 00 
Without the bark ... _ _ = 30 00 





SAN SALVADOR. 





IMPORT DUTY ON GASOLINE REDUCED. 


© H.M. Consul at San Salvador reports that the Salvadorean 
“Diario Oficial” for 29th April contains a Decree, dated 
26th April, which reduces the import duty on gasoline and 
gasoline oil to 1} centavos (gold) per kilog. 





SPAIN. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With ‘reference to previous notices under the above 
heading, it should be noted that the “Gaceta de Madrid” 
for 3lst May contains a Royal Decree,‘ dated 30th May, 
which provides that the rate of surcharge for the month of 
June in respect of import and export duties, Customs fines, 
etc., paid in Spanish silver coins or notes of the Bank of 
Spain, has been fixed at 40°59 per cent. 

(The surcharge for the month of May was 37°79.] 





MODIFICATIONS OF NEW PROVISIONAL 
CUSTOMS TARIFF; DEPRECIATED 
CURRENCY SURTAX. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” for 4th June contains a Royal 
Order, dated 3rd June, which makes certain modifications 
of the new Provisional Customs Tariff established by the Royal 
Order of 17th May (particulars of which were given in the 
Supplement to the issue of this “Journal” for 26th May) 
and provides for the levy of surcharges on the Customs duties 
to countervail depreciated foreign currencies. 

The preamble to the Order ‘refers to the intention of the 
Spanish Government to accord to Spanish industries a degree 
of protection as high as is compatible with other Spanish 
interests, and to the “necessity of amending certain of the Tariff 
rates with this object; and to the further necessity of taking 
measures in order to regularise, from the point of view of the 
exchange of goods, the ‘variations to which foreign currencies 
are at present subject. The preamble also states that it is 
desired to correct certain deficiencies which have come to light 
in the Provisional Customs Tariff of 17th May. 


MopiricAtTions OF THE PROVISIONAL CUSTOMS TARIFF. 
The following alterations are made in the new Provisional 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continucd. 





Customs Import Tariff, particulars of which were given in 
the Supplement to the issue of this “Journal” for 26th May :-— 
| | Duties fixed by ; Duties fixed by 


Taviff _ Royal Order of | present Royal 
gl Goods. | 17th May. Order. 
| | Ist 2nd | ist | 2nd 
Tariff. | Tariff. | Tariff. | Tariff. 
Pes. | Pes, | Pes. _ Pes. 














— 
Oo 
— 


Bolts, screws and dog-spikes 
100 kilogs. 50 | 25 ; © | 30 
106 Screws and screw-bolts, from 5 to! | ! 
10 m/m thick, and nuts and! | 
washers therefor 100 kilogs.| 100 | 50 | 114 | 57 
204 Colours derived from coal, and, | | 


other artificial colours, in powder 5.801 2 
or crystals wna ... kilog,, { g. | rf _ 8 4 
205 ‘The same, in paste or liquid kilog. { ; | ; i | 4 | - 


209 Aniline oil and hydrochlorate of | 

| aniline... . 100 kilogs. g 45 |§ 22.5 | 200 | 100 

Hemp, vaw or hackled, including | 

hemp tow .. 100 kilogs. g 10 

318 |Yarn of hemp, linen, or ramie fr om. 
No. 21 to 50 inclusive | | 
100 ites! 220 110 | 360 | 180 
319 |Yarn of linen, hemp or ramie, from. | | 
_ No, 51 upwards... 100 kilogs.| 240 | 120 | 400 | 200 
406 Pulp for paper-making, clippings! | 
_ Of paper and waste paper | | | 
| 100 kilogs.|} 2 | 1 | 2 | 0°50 
595 ‘Railway wagons, luggage vans, and | | 
trucks of all kinds 100 kilogs.} 48 | 24 | 9%6 48 
The Export duty on cork in lumps or x were is altered from 5 to 
25 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 

The first paragraph of Note 2 to ) the Tariff (page iv. of the 
Supplement) is to read as follows : 

“Tarred tissues weighing more than 20 grammes per 
decimetre shall be dutiable under this head (21). If they 
weigh less than 10 grammes per decimetre they shall be 
dutiable under No. 706, and if they weigh from 10 to 20 
grammes, under No. 705.” 

In Disposition IV. to the Tariff of Import Duties (page xxi. 
of the Supplement), the following phrase is added at the end 
of the 4th paragraph of Section $:— 

‘When such yarns for weaving are rolled on boards, reels 
bobbins or in balls, they are to pay a surtax of 20 per cent. 
on the surtax fixed in the preceding paragraph.” 

DEPRECIATED EXCHANGE SURTAX. 

The present Royal Order provides that, by way of compen- 
sation for the injury which the depreciation of foreign 
currencies may cause to Spanish industry, a surcharge on the 
Customs duties is to be established, to be graduated according 
to “ coefficients” fixed for each Class and Group of the 
Customs Tariff. These “ coefficients,” applied to (actuando 
sobre) on the differences between 100 and the average official 
quotation of the foreign currencies concerned, will determine 
the percentage surtax to be applied to the amount of duty 
otherwise leviable. The “ coefficients” are fixed by the Royal 
Order as follows :— 

TARIFF CLAssSKS AND GROUPS, ‘*Co-efficient”’ 

Class I.—Stones, earths, ores, glassware, and ceramic 


*- 
ed 

os 
—_— 








products: - 

I.—Stones and earths —e in building, arts 
and industry ... “ ~~ n ons 10 ¥% 
II.—Mineral fuel on bi 10 % 
III.—Schists, bitumens, and produets thereof _ 10 % 
IV.—Ores sles wi a ae 10 % 
V.—Crystal and Glassware... ous jon 32 % 
VI.—Earthenware, faience, and porcelain ‘ike Sis 32 % 


Class I1.—Metals, and all manufactures of which 
metal is the most important element :— 


].—-Gold, silver and platinum a Pie on 10 ¥ 
I1.—-Iron and Steel, wnmanutactured ; 10 ©. 
111.—-Manutfactures of wrought or cast iron and steel— 

A. Cast Iron 32° 
&. Articles of iron, “wrought and stamped 40 °% 
C. Wire and manufactures thereof ae 47 °/ 
DD, Hardware "7 ne ‘a a 70 % 
FE. Small wares din ro ve a 70 ¥ 
F. Arms “ws sais o i 32 % 
IV.-—Copper and alloys thereof “es es ae 47 % 
V.—Other metals and alloys thereof 47% 


Class III. —Substances employed in agriculture. phar- 
macy, perfumery, and chemical industries :— 


1. —Simple drugs e ee id si 4g % 
II,—Colours, dyes, and varnishes... 40 % 
III.--Mineral fertilisers, c chemical and pharmacentical 
products ' we ii ‘7 % 
IV.—Miscellaneous _... ‘a 47 % 
Class 1V.—Cotton and manufactures thereot :— 
I.—Raw cotton and cotton yarns... ne aah 40 ¥ 
II.—Tissues and trimmings ... 55 


Class V.—Hemp, flax, agave, jute, and other vegetable 
fibres, and manufactures thereof :— 


[.--Raw a as aes ia on oni 10 © 
i1.—Yarns ee - ai ini 62 % 
II1.—Tissues and Trimmings on i nn iat 62 % 
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Class VI.—Wool, horschair and other hair, and 
manufactures thereof :—- 


1 Raw ve ae ies aa bie ~ 10 ©. 
[1.- -Yarns _ ws ‘aie eas lea ia 25 % 
lif. -Tissues _ oie 10 ¥% 

Ciass V I. —Silk and manufactures thereof : — 

l.-Raw silk... as ‘ai as iis ich 10 % 
Lf. —Yarnus a vet dai sy sats 18 
[ll1.—Tissues . le 70 © 


Class VIII. —Paper and manufactures thereof :— 
I.—Pulp for papermaking, cuttings of paper - 


waste paper... 10 % 
I].—Paper in an unmanufactured condition —_ 18 ©. 
Ill. I 5 won or manufactured paper °< .-.. cee 32% 
1V.—Wallpaper and the like ... 40 >. 
V.—Printed and engraved paper and photographs 40 *% 
V1.—Cardboard and miscellaneous paper... 25 °% 


Class IX.--Wood and other vegetable materials 
employed in industry, and manufactures thereof :— 
Wood . 10° 


I1.—Manufactures of wood... _ v0 om 1s % 
III.- Furniture ... ass ‘iia me _ -_ 47 i 
1V.—Miscellaneous _... _ 10 % 
Class X.—Animals and animal materials used in 

agriculture and industry :— 

I.—Animals ... - 0 ‘ 10% 
I].—Furriers’ wares and leather = -™ _ 18 % 
I{i.—Feathers ... _ si sia von 32 % 
1V.—Other animal products vee ves ose one 10 % 

Class X1.-—Instruments, machines and apparatus 
employed in agriculture, jalloey and transport :-— 

I. —-Instruments i - a 7 _ 70 % 
I1.—Electrical materials ae - we os 70 % 
I11.—Apparatus and machinery _ see _ 70 % 
1V,—Carriages and vehicles ... ite _ _ 10 & 

V.—Vessels i eZ 

Class XII. ~Artic Jee of food and drink : 
a Meat and fish... wate _ 10 ¥ 

[1.—Cereals and leguminous products ie ose 10 % 
II1.—Veyetables and fruits... ie we - 10 ¥ 
1V.—Colonial produce ... sige _ _ _ 10 x 

V.—Oils and beverages ie vn sen dei 40 % 
V1I.—Fodder and seeds... si sila ia ve 10 & 

VIL—Miscellaneous _... ““s ie ‘is _ 18 ¥ 
Class XIII.—-Miscellaneous _... aa ; 40 &% 


The increases (whether by way of actual rates of duty, or 
surcharge) resulting from the present Royal Order will not be 
applicable to goods from “Treaty” countries which, under direct 
bill of lading and included in a viséd manifest or railway freight 
bill, leave the country of origin direct for Spain before 15th 
June, on which date the provisions of the present measure are 
to come into force. 


NEW PROVISIONAL CUSTOMS TARIFF: 
CORRECTIONS. 

With reference to the notice under the above heading on 
page 620 of last week’s issue of the “Board of Trade Jour- 
nal,” it should be noted that the duties under Tariff No. 218 
(alums, sulphate, chloride and acetate of alumina, 
aluminate of soda, sulphate of magnesia, and kieserite”’ ) 
entered at page ix. of the translation of the new provisional 
Spanish Tariff issued as a Supplement to the “Journal” 
on May 26th as being per 1,000 kilogs. (gross weight), 
should be per 100 kilogs. (gross weight). 


SWEDEN. 


WITHDRAWAL OF CERTAIN EXPORT 
PROHIBITIONS 
The Board of Trade are in receipt of copy of a Swedish 
Decree, dated 3rd May, which withdraws, as from the 9th 








May, the prohibition on the exportation from Sweden of 


Hax, hemp, ramie, coconut fibre and other vegetable 
textile materials not specially mentioned (in the Tariff) 
and of flax tow (from Tariff No. 417). 


ne 


SWITZERLAND. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN 
ARTICLES. 


A Decree of the Swiss Federal Council, dated 24th May, 
and published in the ** Recueil des Lois Fédérales” on 25th 
May, prohibits the iniportation of the following goods into 
Switzerland, as from 28th May, except under licence from 
the Import and Export Section of the Department of Public 
Economy. (See also notice headed General Jmport Licences 
for certain Import Prohibited Goods.) 


1.—Finished manufactures of leather (Tariff No. 188). 
”) 








Nos. 242-3). 


2.-- Finished pieces of wood for making floors, (Tariff 








Se, 
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3.—Paint-brushes and brushes for white-washing 
ceilings (Tariff No. 283 and ex No. 284). 
4.—-Files and rasps (Tariff Nos. 748-50). 
5.—-Manufactures of copper and copper alloys, not 
including gilt and silvered wares (Tariff Nos. 833-6), 
6.—. Machines and tools for agriculture : 
ex Tariff No. 891.—Hay-rakes (rateux-faneurs) with 
lateral discharge, hay-making machines, Belgian 
ploughs, ridge ploughs and ploughs with combinations, 
rollers for fields and grass-land, potato-digging 
machines. 
ex Tariff No. 893 B.—Chaff-cutters, bruising-1mills, 
threshing machines weighing less than 3,000 kilogs., 
winnowing machines (vans and tarares), fulling-mills 
for fruits and grapes, presses, two-horsed mowing 
machines, centrifugal pumps for liquid manure. 
7.—Buttons (ex Tariff No. 1145). 
$.—Travelling requisites (Tariff Nos. 1152-3). 


GENERAL JMPORT LICENCES FOR 
CERTAIN IMPORT PROHIBITED GOODS. 


Hi.M. Commercial Secretary at Berne has forwarded 
copies of an official notice published in the ‘ Feuille 
Officielle Suisse du Commerce ”’ intimating that no licences 
are now required for the importation of many classes of 
‘‘ import prohibited ’? goods when such goods are imported 
over the Franco-Swiss and Italo-Swiss frontier, or for 
certain other classes of ‘‘ import prohibited ’’ goods when 
imported over the Italo-Swiss frontier. The notice also 
contains a list of the ‘‘ import prohibited ’’ goods which 
still require a special licence when imported over any 
frontier, such goods being—leather, finished leather wares, 
boots and shoes, automobiles, and travelling requisites. 

A complete translation of the official Notice is given 
below :— 








GENERAL LICENCES FOR IMPORTS. 


(Notice of 26th May, 1921, of the Import and Export 
Section of the Federal Department of Public Economy.) 
Until further notice, but subject to revocation at any 

time, importers of the classes of goods mentioned below are 

exempt from the obligation of applying for import licences 
in respect of consignments entering Switzerland by the 
following frontiers : — 


Franco-Swiss a nd lialo-Swiss Frontiers. 
Coopers’ wares (Tariff No. 256). 
Finished pieces of flooring (‘Tariff Nos. 242-243). 
Furniture of wood (Tariff ‘Nos. 259-268). 
Wicker furniture and basket work (Tariff Nos. 278- 280, 512-515). 
Paint-brushes and whitewash brushes for ceilings (Tariff Nos. 283 
and ex 284). ' 
Paper and cardboard and wares thereof (Tariff Nos. 292-295, 
299-301. 303-310, 312-317, 326-327, 330-333, 335, 338-340, 
ex 641 [cardboard for roofing]). 
Glass bottles (ex Tariff Nos. 691-693). 
Manufactures of iron (Tariff Nos. 709, 748-750, 764-771, 774-776, 
779, 783-4, 787-788, 789, 790). 
Manufactures of copper and of copper alloys (Tariff Nos. 833-836). 
Manufactures of precious metals and gilt or silvered articles 
(Tariff Nos. 837, 873, ex 874 [bracelets and chains}). 
Pianos (Tariff No. 957). 
Agricultural machines and tools :— 
ex Tariff No. 891—-Hay-rakes with lateral discharge. hay- 
making machines, Belgian ploughs, ridging ploughs, ploughs 
with combinations, rollers for fields and grass-land, potato- 
digging machines. . 

ex Tariff No. 893—-Chafi-cutters, bruising-mills. threshing- 
machines weighing less than 3,000 kilogs., winnowing 
machines, fulling-mills for fruits and grapes, presses, two- 
horsed mowing machines, centrifugal pumps for liquid manure. 

Buttons (ex Tariff. No. 1445). 


Italo-Swiss Frontier. 


Seni-manufactured iron wares :— 

Tariff No. ex 714—Round iron up to and including 30 mm. in 
diameter. 

Tariff Nos. 715, ex 718 B—Flat iron and squared iron up to and 
including 30 mm. in maximum width. 

Tariff No. ex 721—Iron in special shapes, up to and including 
30 mm. in maximum width. 

Tariff Nos. 722-724, ex 730 B—Sheet-iron of a thickness of 
| mm. but leas than 3 mm. in normal shapes, | x 2 metres 
and 1°25 x 2°5 metres. 


The following articles are not at present covered by any 
veneral import “licence 

Finished manufactures of leather (Tariff No. 188). 

Leather (Tariff Nos. J77, 179, 181, 182. 184, 190). 

Boots and shoes (Tariff Nos. 193-197, 199-201). 

Automobiles, not including motor-cycles (ex Tariff Nos. 915 and 

914). 
Travelling requisites (Customs Tariff Nos. 1152 and 1155) 
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TRIPOLITANIA (ITALIAN). 


EXPORT RESTRICTIONS RELAXED. 

The ‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’ (Rome) for the 30th April 
contains an Italian Royal Decree, dated the 3rd April, 
which provides that the export of goods from Tripolitania 
is to be free, except for the payment of aspecial export duty, 
which will be fixed by the Governor, in relation to market 
prices and to the state of supplies in the Colony. The 
Governor is authorised to exempt certain classes of goods 
from the above duty when the situation permits. 

All provisions contrary to the present Decree are can- 
celled, excepting those regarding the export of alfa, henna, 
cattle, sheep, horses, camels, sponges and tunny fish. It 
is still prohibited, however, to export from the Colony 
goods imported from Italy, the general export of which 
from Italy is prohibited. . 

The present Decree is to remain in force until the end of 


April, 1922. 
TUNIS. 


MODIFICATION OF IMPORT AND EXPORT 
RESTRICTIONS. 

The Board of Trade have received copies of various 
recent Beylical Decrees regarding modifications of the 
import and export restrictions in force in Tunis.  Particu- 
lars of these modifications are given below :—-- 

Export of Pitprops. The prohibition on the export of 
pitprops is provisionally withdrawn (Decree of 22nd Feb- 
ruary, published on 12th March). 

Export of Locust Beans, Lentils, Chickpeas and Charcoal. 
Locust beans and lentils may be exported without 
restriction of quantity, and chickpeas up to 500,000 kilogs. 
Charcoal may be exported to all destinations other than 
Spain and Sicily, on condition that the exporter buys from 
the Tunisian Government a quantity of charcoal dust equa! 
to 5 per cent. of charcoal exported (Decree of 8th March, 
published on 12th March). . 

Export of Chicory Roots. The export of chicory roots, green 
or dried, is now permitted (Decree published on 13th April). 

Importation of Embroideries. The prohibition on the 
importation of embroideries (Tariff No. 459 bis) is withdrawn 
(Decree of 19th March, published on 2nd April). 

Importation of Paper and Pulp. The prohibition on the 
importation of paper on reels and cellulose pulp for the 
manufacture of newsprint paper is abolished (Decree of 
29th March, published on 13th April). 


TARIFF TREATMENT OF GERMAN GOODS. 


With reference to previous notices under the above 
heading regarding the application of “coefficients of 
increase” to the Customs duties leviable on German goods 
imported into Tunis, it should be noted that the “coefficient 
of increase” of 1°5 on the Customs duty on the following 
kinds of paper, when destined for printing newspapers 
or periodicals, is suppressed :— . 

Paper, other than fancy paper, machine | made, 

weighing over 30 gr. per square metre (ea Tariff No. 461). 

Fancy paper, white coated (ex Tariff No. 461). 
(Decree of 24th February, published on 12th March.) 

By a further Decree, dated the 10th March, the French 
Decree of 2nd February, modifying and completing the 
schedule of “‘coefficients of increase” affecting the duties 
on calcium carbide, glass, paper, etc. (full particulars of 
which were published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
10th February, page 154), has been applied to the Customs 
duties on such goods of German origin imported into Tunis. 


URUGUAY. 


TRANSIT OF GOODS THROUGH _ 
MONTEVIDEO FOR SOUTH AMERICAN 
PORTS. 

The ‘* Diario Oficial ’’ of Uruguay for 13th April contains 
i Presidential Decree, dated 11th April, which provides 
that goods disembarked at the port of Montevideo, in 
transit for South American ports, may be re-exported on 
payment of a tax of 1.50 peso per 1,000 kilogs. or per cubic 
metre, at the option of the Public Administration of the 
Port, provided that certain conditions are complied with. 
One of these conditions is that the goods must be declared 
as being in transit for South American ports within 20 
davs of disembarkation at Montevideo. 

The text of the Decree (in Spanish) setting out the con- 
ditions in full, may be seen by persons interested on appli- 
cation at the Tariff Section, Department of Overseas Trade, 
IS, Queen Anne's Gate, London, S.W. |. 





























Excise Tariff Changes. 





TURKEY. 


INCREASED EXCISE DUTIES ‘ON ALCOHOL 
AND ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
page 199 of the “Board of Trade Journal” for the li7th 
February, it should be noted that the Law of 12th January 
1920, which imposed an increased excise (resmi miri) tax 
on alcohol and alcoholic beverages imported into Turkey 
also increased the tax on wines and beer. The increased 
duties leviable under the Law are as follows :—- 

(a) Alcoholic and spirituous beverages, the duty was 
increased from 5 to 15 paras per degree per litre. 

(6) Wines, the duty was increased from 15 to 25 piastres 
per hectolitre. When, however, the alcoholic strength of 
the imported wines exceeds 12 degs., there is collected on 
the quantity in excess of 12 degs. the duty prescribed for 
spirits in (a) above. 

(c) Beer, the duty was increased from 50 to 100 piastres 
per hectolitre. 








Proposed T ariff Changes. 





URUGUAY... 


PROPOSED MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN 
IMPORT DUTIES. 

H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Montevido has recently 
reported that the Bill (noted at p. 198 of the issue of this 
‘Journal’ tor 17th February) proposing an additional 
surtax on most classes of imported goods, has been with- 
drawn by the Finance Committee of the Senate. In place 
of this Bill, another Bill has been presented, and is now 
under consideration, under which it is proposed to increase 
the import duties on toilet articles and ladies’ dresses by 
60 per cent. and to modify the duties on wines, spirits and 
tobacco. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
BILL TO PROVIDE FOR “FREE PORTS,” ETC. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of a Bill (S. 597) 
introduced into the United States Senate on 13th April, 
“to provide for the establishment, operation, and main- 
tenance of foreign trade zones in ports of entry of the 
United States, to expedite and encourage foreign commerce, 
and for other purposes.” 

The Bill proposes to authorise the Secretary of Commerce 
to grant to public corporations the privilege of establishing, 
operating and maintaining foreign trade zones in, or 
adjacent to, ports of entry under the jurisdiction of the 
United States, whose location and general availability for 
conducting foreign commerce make them suitable for the 
accomplishment of the purposes of such zones. 

Foreign and domestic merchandise of every description, 
except such as is prohibited by law, may, without being 
subject to the Customs of the United States, except laws 
as otherwise provided, be brought into a zone and there 
stored, exhibited, broken up, repacked, assembled. dis- 
tributed, sorted, refined, graded, cleaned, mixed with 
foreign or domestic merchandise or otherwise manipulated 
or manufactured, and be exported, and foreign merchandise 
may be sent into the Customs territory of the United States 
thereform, in the original package or otherwise ; but when 
foreizn merchandise is so sent from a zone into Customs 
territory of the United States, it shall be subject to the 
laws and regulations of the United States affecting im- 
ported merchandise. 

The Bill lays down the conditions which, it is proposed, 
are to regulate the grant of the privilege of establishing 
and working a foreign trade zone. Plans and other 
particulars of proposed zones must be submitted; and, if the 
privilege is granted, adequate wharving, warehouse, 
transportation, and other facilities must be provided. 

Subject to prescribed regulations, private persons, firms, 
&e., may be allowed to erect such buildings and other 
structures within the zone as will meet their particular 
requirements. 

All rates and charges for all services or privileges within 
the zones are to be fair and reasonable, and uniform treat- 
ment under the like conditions is to be afforded to all who 








656 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAT.. June 9, 192139 


———— ee 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—Continued. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 








may apply for the use of the zone and its facilities and 
appurtenances. 

It is also proposed that no retail trade shall be conducted 
within the zone, except under permits issued by the 
authority controlling the zone and approved by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. These permits, however, are not to 
cover the sale of any goods except such as are brought inte 
the zone from Customs territory. 


the Schedule hereto brought from Poland is hereby pro- | 
hibited. 
COMMENCEMENT’. 
2. This Order shall take immediate effect. 
OFFENCES. 

3. If any article to which this Order applies shall bet 
landed in Great Britain in contravention of this Order, the 
owner thereof, and the lessee and the vecupler oft the place 4 
<i of landing, and the person causing, directing or permitting 


the landing, and the owner and the charterer, and the 
Government Notices master of the vessel from which the same is landed, shal] 7 
affecting Trade. 


each according to and in respect ot his own acts or defaults 
GENERAL. 


he deemed guilty of an offence against the Diseases of / 
Animals Act, 1894. 
In witness whereot the Official Seal of the Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries is hereunto affixed this third — 
day of June, nineteen hundred and twenty-one. 
PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 and 
1919.—LICENCES OF RIGHT. 
Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of 
Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents were 
indorsed * Licences of Right” on the Ist day of June, 1921 :— 








(Signed) J. JACKSON, 
Authorised by the Minister. 








SCHEDULE. 
ARTICLES TO Wuicu Tuts OrpvEer ApPLiEs. 


The following animal products, namely, wet hides and _ 
hide fleshings, hoofs (including hoof meal), horns (including | 
horn meal), bones (including bone meal), hair of bovine | 
animals, dried blood and blood meal, and pork. 4 

Copies of the above Order can be obtained on application — 
to the Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 4, 
Whitehall Place, London, S.W. 1. 





No. and Year | Grantee. Title. 


of Patent. 





* Improvements in index tabs or tags.” 

“Improvements in index clips or 
signals.”’ 

‘Improvements in chewing gum.” 


Ussnith. A 





Cramer. Ss. W. 


es 
— 








The Patent Office. | W. Temrne Franks, 
Comptroller-General. 


Commercial Returns. 








CZECHO-SLOVAKIAN LITERARY AND 
ARTISTIC COPYRIGHTS. 
An Order-in-Council, dated 27th May, under the Copy- 
right Act, 1911, extends the protection of that Act to 
literary and artistic works made or first published in 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 





THE WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
('zecho-Slovakia in the following terms : — at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
The Principal Order shall extend to Czecho-Slovakia as and the 22 weeks ended 2nd June, 1921. — 
if that country were amongst the foreign countries of the =| | —-—— i ; 
Copyright Union therein named, subject to the following | | Week | 22 Weeks || Week | 29 Weeks 
modifications : — | ended | ended ended | ended 
\2nd June, ! 2nd June, || 2nd June, /2nd June, 
1921. 1921. 1921. | 1921. 
| 








(a) The provisions of Article 2, proviso (i1i.) (a) shall 
apply as if Czecho-Slovakia were included amongst 
the foreign countries named in those provisions. 





IMPO!RTs. EXP. ORTs. 





(b) In the application of the provisions of Article 3 of the 
Principal Order to works of which the country of Bales. | Bales. Bales. Bales, 
origin is Czecho-Slovakia the date of this Order shall American so} 19,047 | 604,411 3,367 95,220 

‘ ; : Brazilian... we 27 9,948 | — 
be substituted for the comniencement of the Act and arg — | 16569 | 50] 
for the commencement of the Principal Order. Egyptian om 9.276 | 115,039 313 
Miscellaneous 3,345* | 66,716+ 399 


| 
| 
Total | 
| 











(c) In the application to such works of Sections 1 (2) (d) 
and 19 ef the Copyright Act, 1911, the date of this 
Order shall be substituted for the commencement of 
the Act in Section 19 (7) and 19 (8) wherever that 
expression occurs, and 22nd day of February, 1921, 
for the passing of the Act. 











* Including 3,253 bales British West African. 
7 Including 2,844 bales British West Indian, 16,258 bales British West African, 
3,125 bales British East African, and 1,455 bales Foreign East African. 





(7) In the application to such works of the provisions of 
Section 24 of the Copyright Act, 1911, the date of 
this Order shall be substituted for the commence- 
ment of the Act wherever that expression occurs in 
Sub-section (1) (a) and for 26th July, 1910, in Sub- 
section (1) (b). 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
of Corn Returns in the week ended 4th June, 1921, pursuant 
to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 


(¢) tn the application of the Copyright Act, 1911, to exist- 
ing works, nothing in this Order shall derogate from 
any rights in literary or artistic works restored in 
favour of nationals of Czecho-Slovakia by virtue of 
Article 258 of the Treaty of Peace between the 
Allied and Associated Powers and Austria signed at 
Saint Germain-en-Laye, 10th September, 1919. 


Average Price, 





Wheat. Barley. 





Week ended 4th June, 1921. 89 43 4 39 
Corresponding week in— | 
1914... in - als o4 19 

ea as 34 
ANIMAL PRODUCTS FROM POLAND. i as a a = 
The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, by virtue i ee we | «Fe 59 2 4h) 
and in exercise of the powers vested in him under the 1919... ee vee 03 62 6 47 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914, and of every other 1920... pi ce 29 t 9 8 | 68 


ae 





—— 
= OKO AI S OC 








power enabling him in this behalf, hereby orders as 
follows :— 


PROHIBITION OF LANDING IN GREAT BRITAIN OF ANIMAL 
PRODUCTS FROM POLAND. 


The landing in Great Britain of any article specified in 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns 
in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed 
measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the imperial bushel, and 
in the case of weight or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the 
rate of sixty imperial pounds for every bushel of wheat, tifty imperial pounds 
7, every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel 
of vats, 








i a ms 











